
For those who could not make it out for our summer events, here’s a little recap for 
your enjoyment.
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Summer Second Sundays
This summer visitors were able to 
enjoy the artwork of Connie Graves, 
notable basket maker, in July.  August 
was Traditional Technology Day and 
demonstrations included ravenstail 
weaving with John Beard, peck and 
grind tools with Lyle Deschand, 
flintknapping with Dennis Torresdal, 
cattail mat making with Kate Mueller-
Wille and Betty Tandberg, and atlatl 
throwing with archaeologist Anan 
Raymond.  Stay tuned for the last two 
Second Sunday events in September 
and October, including Birdfest Oct. 
9-10!

Summer Workshops
Participants were able to learn about 
Columbia River art forms and work 
on designing their own  artwork using 
what they learned.  We also had multiple 
mat making workshops and finished 
several cattail and tule mats to be used 
to furnish the Plankhouse.  Stay tuned 
for fall and winter workshops!

Connie Graves demonstrates her craft for 
visitors during the July Second Sunday 
event. 

John Beard shows visitors the art of 
ravenstail weaving for Traditional 
Technology Day in August.

Instructors Greg Robinson and Greg 
Archuleta teach participants common 
design elements of Columbia River Art 
forms.  Participants then designed their 
own artwork based on what they learned.

Betty Tandberg works on finishing a 
cattail mat.  This summer we have had 
two cattail mat making workshops and 
one tule harvest to prepare for next 
years mat making.  Thank you to all who 
helped! 

USFWS archaeologist Anan Raymond helps a young hunter-
in-training use an atlatl during Traditional Technology Day.



Plankhouse Committee Meeting
August 31

5-7pm
If you love the Plankhouse and you want to be involved 
in brainstorming ideas and decisions about education, 
programs, workshops, budget, and improvements then 
stop by the Plankhouse Committee Meeting on August 
31 at 5pm.  Sugary snacks will be provided! The meeting 
will be held at the Public Safety Complex located at 505 
NW 179th Street, Ridgefield, WA.  This is located off 
Exit 9 of I-5.  

For more information contact Katie Harrison at 
Katie_Harrison@fws.gov or call (360) 887-4106.  

Second Sunday: Archaeology Day
September 12

12-4pm
Join us in honoring this important science with a day of 
archaeology themed activities!  Dennis Torresdal, Vice-
President of the Oregon Archaeological Society (OAS), 
will present Identification of Prehistoric Artifacts at 
2pm in the Plankhouse.  We will be having children’s 
activities from 12-4pm so bring out the whole family for 
a fun-filled day of archaeology!
For more information contact Katie Harrison at
Katie_Harrison@fws.gov or (360) 887-4106.  

Refuge Teacher Training
Friday, October 1, 6-9pm 

Saturday, October 2, 8:30am-4pm
Educators are invited to learn about Environmental and 
Cultural topics of interest here on the Ridgefield National 
Wildlife Refuge.  Class topics include bird migration, 
bird adaptation, wildlife habitats, a hike on the Oaks 
to Wetlands Trail, and a tour of the replica Chinookan 
Plankhouse.  Teachers are able to get 10 clock hours 
for taking this class and they may also receive bus 
scholarships funds for school field trips pending fund 
availability.  For more information or to register contact 
Ron Ward at ronward98663@earthlink.net or call (360) 
696-2958.  

FALL REFUGE VOLUNTEER TRAINING!
September 9, 10am-3pm

Come one come all to our first fall volunteer training for those interested in doing 
cultural and environmental education!

Presentations by experts and Refuge staff will include tips and tricks for working with students of all ages, 
new activities and tools to use in the Plankhouse and on the trail, and a presentation on turtles with a chance 
to see some local species up close.  New and returning volunteers are encouraged to attend.  

For more information about volunteer opportunities on the 
Refuge or to sign up for the fall training contact Josie Finley at 
Josie_Finley@fws.gov or call (360) 887-4106.  

Birdfest 
    and Bluegrass

Ridgefield, WA 
October 9 & 10

Join the Plankhouse for two days full of cultural and 
archaeological talks, demonstrations, and our annual 

salmon bake.  More details to come!  
Visit www.ridgefieldfriends.org for more information. 

Save the Date!

Don’t miss out 
on the special 

presentation on turtles 
included in the Fall 
Volunteer Training!  


