
Did anyone wonder why we served 
sturgeon instead of salmon at the 
May Traditional Foods event?  Well, 
not only is it delicious (that might be  
personal bias speaking) but we were 
also respecting the fact that the Chinook 
Indian Nation had not yet performed the 
First Salmon Ceremony.
Many tribes that have an association with 
salmon have a First Salmon Ceremony 
and the tradition varies within those 
tribes.  For the Chinook, this ceremony 
acknowledges their relationship with 
salmon and the work that goes hand in 
hand with that relationship.  
This year, the Chinook’s First Salmon 
Ceremony occurred on June 18 at Fort 
Columbia State Park.  The weather 
intermittently threatened to make the 
ceremony uncomfortable but amazingly 
held out throughout the event.  Guests 
made there way down to the cove where 

the river met the beach and anxiously 
awaited for the arrival of the canoe that 
held the First Salmon.  The canoe was 
welcomed with the sound of songs and 
drumming from those on the beach as 
the First Salmon was ceremoniously 
brought ashore and taken up to the fire.  
Tony Johnson, Chinook Cultural 
Committee Chairman, spoke about the 
tradition and how the tribe honors the 
work of bringing in the salmon.  He 
explained that this tradition goes back 
to when the Coyote came to the North 
shore of the River and how he had to 
learn the proper and respectful way 
to catch the salmon.  These traditions 
were represented during the ceremony 
to show the tribe’s respect towards the 
work that goes into catching the salmon.  
For example, an honored member of the 
tribe was asked to come up and kick the 
salmon, as tradition states, and the young 
children present that day were asked to 
come up and place salmonberries in the 

mouth of the First Salmon, as tradition 
states.  The salmon was then placed 
upon the fire and cooked while the floor 
opened up to honor the chiefs and chairs 
of neighboring tribes and allow anyone 
present to say a few words or sing and 
dance.  
After the salmon was cooked it was cut 
up and distributed among the guests in 
addition to a cup of spring water meant 
to clear the system before eating the 
salmon.  Once the First Salmon has 
been consumed, the bones and skin are 
saved and returned to the river so that he 
can tell the rest of the salmon that he has 
been respected and they can continue to 
run in great numbers.  
During the ceremony one member of a 
neighboring tribe commented that he is 
so happy that he can bring his children 
to these ceremonies so that they won’t 
know a time when these important 
traditions did not happen.  Seeing the 
younger generation participate and 
be involved with the ceremony just 
confirmed that these traditions will 
carry forth.  
 

Now that the First Salmon Ceremony had taken place, the 
Plankhouse is busy preparing for the traditional Salmon 
Bake during Birdfest and Bluegrass October 9-10!  Mark 
your calendars and stay tuned for more details to come as 

the event approaches. 

First Salmon Ceremony

The First Salmon being carried from 
the shore to the fire awaiting the proper 
protocols prior to cooking. Young children place salmonberries in 

the mouth of the First Salmon as tradition 
states..

The First Salmon (left) being cooked on 
the fire.  
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Second Sunday Series
July 11: Connie Graves, Basket Weaver
Connie Graves is a member of the Confederated Tribes 
of Grand Ronde and a notable basket weaver.  She will 
be at the Plankhouse from 12-3:30pm demonstrating 
the basic techniques of weaving with various materials. 
Children’s activities will also be available from 12-4pm.  

August 8:  Traditional Technology Day
Join us from 12-3:30pm for demonstrations exploring 
traditional technologies including flintknapping, peck 
and grind tools, atlatl throwing, cattail mat making, and 
Raven’s tail weaving. Children’s activities will also be 
available from 12-4pm. 

September 12: Archaeology Day
In such an area of archaeological importance it is only 
fitting that we dedicate a day to this important science.  
Dennis Torresdal, Vice President of the Oregon 
Archaeological Society and notable flintknapper, will 
discuss with visitors the Identification of Prehistoric 
Artifacts at 2pm.  There will also be archaeology 
themed activities from 12-4pm.   

An example of the 
work of notable 
ravenstail weaver 
John Beard who 
will be joining 
us on Traditional 
Technology Day 
on Aug. 8.  

For more information about the Second Sunday Series, workshops, or any other programs 
at the Cathlapotle Plankhouse visit www.plankhouse.or or contact Katie Harrison at 

Katie_Harrison@fws.gov or (360) 887-4106.  

Save the Date!

Workshops  
Cattail & Tule Mat Making Workshops 

July 31 &August 28
12-4pm

Join us as we make cattail and tule mats to help furnish the 
Plankhouse.  Last workshop we were able to complete an 
entire tule mat!  New participants are always welcome.  
This workshop will be held at the Plankhouse located 
on the Carty Unit of the Ridgefield National Wildlife 
Refuge from 12-4pm on July 31 & August 28. For more 
information contact Katie Harrison at Katie_Harrison@
fws.gov or call (360) 887-4106. 

Columbia River Art Styles Workshop
August 7, 2010

10-4pm
Instructors Greg Robinson, member of the Chinook 
Indian Nation, and Greg Archuleta, member of the 
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, will guide 
participants in learning the style of Columbia River 
art.  Participants will learn common characteristics and 
recurring elements that identify this unique art form.  
This workshop will take place at the Plankhouse located 
on the Carty Unit of the Ridgefield National Wildlife 
Refuge.  There is a $20 workshop fee and registration 
is required.  Space is limited so make sure to reserve 
your spot as soon as possible!  For more information 
or to reserve your spot contact Katie Harrison at Katie_
Harrison@fws.gov or call (360) 887-4106.  

Additional Refuge Events...

July 26: Full Moon Hike 
Carty Unit of the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge

Come see the Refuge in the light of the full moon! The tour will begin at dusk, 
start times depend on the month.  Registration is required.  For more information 

or to register contact Julia Davidson at Julia_Davidson@fws.gov or call 
(360) 887-4106.


