
Plankhouse Seasonal Closing

As many of you know, we were not as lucky this year with the 
weather as we have been previous years.  But we persevered and 
were pleasantly surprised at the amount of people that braved the 
elements and participated in the festivities.  True Northwesterners!  
Personally, I was very concerned about Sunday’s salmon bake 
but sure enough (just as my last layer was soaked through) the 
downpour stopped right as our bake coordinators arrived to start 
the fire.  That taught me to have a little more faith.  It turned out 
to be a beautiful afternoon and everyone was able to enjoy the 
salmon tastings following a blessing of the food with drumming 
by members of the Chinook Tribe and Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde.  We have Greg Robinson, Chinook Indian Nation, 
and Greg Archuleta, Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, to 
thank for the delicious salmon.
This year’s presenters included Ken Ames who discussed the 
archaeology of the site, Sam Robinson who brought us images 
from the tribal journeys and Tony Johnson and his presentation 
of Chinookan culture through art.   
Thank you to all who came out to enjoy the two days of programs. 
Stay tuned for our 2011 season of events! 

2010 Birdfest Successful...Despite the Weather!

Keeping Up with the Past: 
Cathlapotle Plankhouse

October-November 2010
www.ridgefieldfriends.org

The Cathlapotle Plankhouse
www.plankhouse.org

The Plankhouse is closed for the season due to the weather and preservation of 
interpretive material.  It will open for the 2011 spring season on March 27, 2011.  

Stay tuned for winter workshop and volunteer announcements!  

Although the Plankhouse is closed, the wildlife on the auto tour route 
of the River ‘S’ Unit is just starting its most voluminous and active 

season so get out there and check it out! 

A big thank you to all volunteers who helped make this season 
of programs happen...THANK YOU!

Photos: (Top) Sam Robinson, Tony Johnson, Greg Archuleta, and 
Greg Robinson use song to bless the food before the tastings are 
served.  (Bottom) The Plankhouse benches were filled as visitors 
listened to artist Tony Johnson discuss Chinookan art. 



Save the Date!

On November 5, 1805, William Clark of the  Lewis 
and Clark Expedition reported in his journal:

“...I observed on the Chanel which passes on 
the Stard Side of this Island a Short distance 
above its lower point is Situated a large village, 
the front of which occupies nearly 1/4 of a mile 
fronting the Chanel, and closely Connected, I 
counted 14 houses in front here the river widens 
to about 1 1/2 miles...”

This entry describes the Expedition’s first pass by the 
Cathlapotle Village.  The second encounter with the 
Cathlapotle Village occurred in March of 1806.

This Month in History...

Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge 
invites you to:

Ridgefield Community Center
210 North Main Avenue
Ridgefield, WA 98642

Bring a dish to share. Beverages
and Salmon will be provided.

Special Announcements from the Friends.

Door Prize drawing for those that arrive
before 2:00 pm.

Bring your family as we celebrate 
a GREAT YEAR for the Friends.

www.RidgefieldFriends.org

Volunteer and Member
Appreciation

Meeting and Dinner
Sunday, December 5, 2010
2:00 pm meeting followed by dinner

November 18, 2010
5:30 pm

Dr. Kenneth Ames
Entangled in the Fur Trade: Or, The Archaeology of 

Contact on the Lower Columbia River
Oregon Historical Society, 1200 SW Park Avenue, 

Portland, OR
Dr. Ken Ames uses the term “entanglement” to discuss 
two-way contact between Native people and Euro-

November 12-14
Northwest Indian Storytelling Festival

Agnes Flanagan Chapel, Lewis and Clark College, 
0615 SW Palatine Hill Rd. in Portland, OR.

The public is invited to this year’s Northwest Indian 
Storytelling Festival to celebrate their fifth season of 
tribal storytelling in the Pacific Northwest. The festival is 
Friday and Saturday evenings, November 12-13, 2010, at 
Agnes Flanagan Chapel, Lewis and Clark College, 0615 
SW Palatine Hill Rd in Portland, OR. Festival events 
start at 7:30 PM. An Emerging Storytellers Matinee will 
be held on Sunday at 1:30 PM.
This year’s festival theme is Canoe Journey. Traditional 
canoe stories by tribal storytellers from Washington, 
Oregon, California and Alaska will be featured, along 
with a presentation by the Grand Ronde/Chinook 
Canoe Family. Some of the region’s finest traditional 
tribal storytellers will be spotlighted, including guest 
storytellers from California and Alaska. Events include 
tribal drumming and singing and opening prayers and 
comments by spiritual elders. A Silent Charity Auction 
will be held to benefit the Northwest Indian Storytellers 
Association. Items will include Pendleton Woolen Mills 
blankets & clothing, Native American arts & crafts, 
getaways, & other items.

For more information visit:
http://www.wisdomoftheelders.org/announcements/

nisa_canoe_10-18-10.html. 

November is Native American Heritage 
Month so be sure to check out local events 
within your community, such as those listed 

below, celebrating this important cultural 
heritage.  

American fur traders, archaeologists, and Native 
communities - past and present. 
This free public talk is part of the Center for Columbia 
River History’s 2010 Annual James B. Castle Lecture. 
It is being held at the Oregon Historical Society, 1200 
SW Park Avenue, Portland, OR. 


