
2010 Chinook Winter Gathering
The Plankhouse was once again 
brought to life with the annual 
Chinook Winter Gathering.  
Fires in the hearths lit up the 
house and warmed the chilly 
atmosphere as members of the 
Chinook and other local tribes 
filtered into the Plankhouse for 
the day long festivities. The 
house soon became packed and 
filled with the sounds of friends 
and family greeting each other 
as the celebration kicked off 
with the delicious offerings of 
the potluck meal.  Soon after, 

drums that were warming by 
the fire were picked up and used 
in age old songs and dances by 
the Chinook and other invited 
tribes as they honored each 
other and celebrated their 
traditions.  

I would like to thank all of the 
Plankhouse volunteers that 
came out and helped facilitate 
the event.  Members of the 
Chinook tribe expressed their 
appreciation for all of your 
assistance. 

Photos: Drumming and singing surrounded the hearths of the Plankhouse (left), and 
Tony Johnson welcomes guests as they prepare to begin the program (right).  

Keeping Up with the Past: 
Cathlapotle Plankhouse
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SAVE THE DATE!

Plankhouse Spring Opening
March 28, 2010

More information of the days festivities to come...



Plankhouse & Refuge Events...

Cattail & Tule Mat Making 
Workshop

Feb. 20, 10am-2pm

Join us as we make Cattail and Tule mats to help 
furnish the Plankhouse.  This workshop will be held 
at the Clark County Public Safety Complex/Fire and 
Rescue Station, 911 N 65th Ave., Ridgefield, WA.  For 
more information or directions on how to get to the 
workshop location please contact Katie Harrison  at 
Katie_Harrison@fws.gov or (360) 887-4106.   

Come see the Refuge in the light of a 
full moon!  Julia Davidson, Americorps 
Environmental Educator, will be leading 
full moon hikes on the Refuge once a 
month from March-July.  Tours will 
begin at dusk and will vary depending 
on the month.  

The first hike will be on March 30 from 
7:30pm-8:30pm.

Registration is required.  For more 
information or to sign up for the hikes 
contact Julia Davidson at (360) 887-
4106 or Julia_Davidson@fws.gov.   

Full Moon Hikes 
March-July

Photo: The nimble fingers of volunteer Elaine St. 
Martin at work as she finishes the braided edges of a 
cattail mat used in the Plankhouse.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!

It’s that time of year for the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Volunteer Training!

Want to learn more about the cultural and environmental history of the area? Or maybe you like sharing 
information with others?  The Plankhouse has many diverse opportunities for those interested.  

Opportunities include but are not limited to: 

If you are interested in volunteering check out the volunteer training schedule on the attached flyer.  We are 
encouraging both new and returning Plankhouse volunteers to attend the trainings.  For more information 
about Refuge volunteer opportunities or to sign up for the trainings contact Josie Finely at (360) 887-4106 or 
Josie_FInley@fws.gov.  

• Weekend Docents

• School Tour Guides

• Special Event Volunteers

• Assistance with Special Projects  



Special Refuge Tour
March 16, 5:50pm-7pm

Open House &
General Orientation
March 16, 7pm-8pm 

Plankhouse Training
March 20, 9am-3pm

Working with Kids
March 30, 9am-12pm

Environmental Education
March 30, 12:30pm-3pm

Habitat Restoration
April 10, 9am-12pm

Refuge Guide
April 13, 9am-12pm

The 2010 Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge volunteer training will kick off with a special behind-the-
scenes tour and an evening social event that includes pizza and an orientation for the refuge.   Additional 
trainings have a specific focus for opportunities at the Refuge.  Volunteers can attend as many sessions as 
they like. New and returning volunteers are strongly encouraged to attend.  RSVP is required for all dates. 

Photo by Tom Peak, Honorable Mention in the 2008 Friends 
of the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Photo Contest

Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

For more information about volunteering or the training or to RSVP please contact the Refuge 
Volunteer Coordinator, Josie Finley, at (360) 887-4106 or josie_finley@fws.gov.  

Connect with nature and make a difference!  
The Refuge offers plenty of volunteer options to suit your needs and 

interests.  Volunteer opportunities include but are not limited to:

Volunteer Training Schedule

Habitat Restoration

Environmental 
Education

Help lead visitors and school groups in 
nature activities and hikes on the Refuge.

Cultural Education
Educate weekend visitors and school 
groups about the replica Plankhouse 

and the local cultural history.  

Refuge Guide
Greet and inform visitors about 

the Refuge.

Track and remove invasive plants 
and help restore wildlife habitat 
and native plant communities.  


