
Furniture 
(including volunteer
areas, ADA changing
tables, and private

sensory/nursing
rooms)

Support Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge
Engage underserved communities, reduce barriers to visitation, support
accessibility, provide environmental and cultural education, and more.

Community Nature Center

Interpretive
Displays

$780k
total

Nature Play
Outdoor

Area

$200k
total

Gravel
for paths and trails

$210k
total

Landscaping
$350k

total

Boardwalk
$245k

total

Irrigation
$65k

total

Ampitheater
$319k

total

Bike Parking
$50k

total

See pg #’s 3 & 4...
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ALMOST FUNDED!

ALMOST FUNDED!



Support Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge
Engage underserved communities, spread the message
of the Refuge and nature, and more.

Bus Funding

$2.5k
per 2 buses

Speaker
Honorariums

$500 - $800
each

Food for
Community

Events
$1k+ 

per event

Volunteer
Support

$10k
Help us

advocate for
resources

$15k

Sponsor
BirdFest &
Bluegrass

High Tunnel
& Habitat
Support

$20k

Promote the
Refuge and

Nature
$7.5k

Auto Tour
Audio Tour

Updates
$7.5k

See pg #’s 5 & 6...
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 Community Nature Center
Interpretive Displays Gravel

Nature Play Area

Furniture

Interactive entranceway
life-sized Native tree
Interactive Seasonal
Exhibits
Topographical Refuge
Maps
Touchscreen displays
Visitor Story Booth
Backyard habitat ed
Rock and tree displays
specifically for climbing
and more! - *appendix A

Volunteer Break Room
Friends Gift Shop
Private areas for nursing
mothers, or as a sensory
area for students.
ADA changing tables
ADA chairs and tables
Benches
Desks
Couches
Power Stations 
Track Lighting
and more - *appendix A

Oaks-to-
Wetlands
Trail
Carty Lake
Trail
Parking lot
connector
trails
visitor paths
Auto Tour
Parking Lots
Kiwa Trail

As the metro-area children begin to explore outdoors, this area takes them from
familiar playground to a comfortable place to explore nature. This gives families a
place to sit and play before entering the refuge proper, and gives young children a
chance to touch and engage without damaging habitats or possibly disturbing wildlife.   
Features can include: 

native plants
areas where people of all abilities can interact with nature
benches for rest
play items for children to climb that resemble our native wildlife, plants, and trees. 
flat, accessible paths
PARTIALLY FUNDED as of December 2024! *appendix B
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 Community Nature Center

Irrigation Ampitheater

Boardwalk Landscaping

Bike Parking

Help people of all abilities
cross over the wet area
from the parking lot to the
Nature Center, or to enter
the Refuge’s Carty Unit. 

Designed for all weather
situations

A covered outdoor space filled with built-
in seating suitable for all-weather
outdoor learning, wildlife observation,
and presentations.
Designed to blend with the landscape
while also serving to provide protection
from all of the elements.
Perfect for interpretation, awards,
events, lunch,
and more! - *appendix A

Purchase native plants
to be planted around the
new Community Nature
Center building. These
plants serve to support
environmental
education interpretation
as well as erosion
control and wildlife
feeding and habitat.

Even with
volunteers and all
the rain we get,
all these new
plants will need a
lot of watering to
survive. An
irrigation system
can help supply
the water they
need every day.

A small covered
bike rack area
will help to
discourage
people from
riding their
bikes into the
Refuge, but still
encourages bike
riders to visit
and enjoy.
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Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge

Speaker HonorariumsBus Funding Auto Tour Audio Tour Update

Video Production Project
& Guided Tour

Translation

2-3 minute bi-lingual
(English/Spanish),
community focused
video introducing &
highlighting the 4
refuges
translate and record
sound bites for the 14
stops along the 4-mile
driving loop

Food for Community Events

Funding to honor
Tribal partner’s time
when presenting
Topic-specific walks
and presentations
for public events
Artist in Residency
Teacher Trainings
Nature Nights
Volunteer
Enrichment events
Cultural workshops
In-Classroom
presentations

Events where lunch or a snack
would be welcome can include:

Dia de los Ninos
Duck Stamp Contest judging
Volunteer events and
enrichment
Culturally-specific community
events on the Refuge
Youth Work Crew and Intern
Appreciation lunches
Friends Annual Member &
Volunteer Appreciation
Meeting

To bring students
and underserved
communities to the
Refuge means
chartering bussing.

Most companies
charge approx. $2.5k
per two buses,
equalling about two
classrooms worth of
students and adults. 
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Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
High Tunnel & Habitat Promote Refuge & Nature

Sponsor BirdFest & Bluegrass Volunteer Support

Advocate for Resources

Ricefield Bulrush, a class A Noxious Weed fought in
every aspect of work at the Refuge, came here
through contaminated nursery stock.  To avoid
another similar disaster, Refuge staff and
volunteers work to propagate plants in the High
Tunnel. Then those plants must be planted,
tended, and protected by searching down and
removing invasives like Ricefield Bulrush. That can
include the work hours, supplies needed, and
contractors paid.

Support the many events and moving
parts that make BirdFest & Bluegrass
an inclusive environmental education
event that brings new audiences to
appreciate and love the Refuge. 
Funds can be used for food for groups
like BirdFest’s Spanish-Language Tour
families, outreach, advertising, merch,
prizes, activities, and more.
*appendix C

A lot of the things listed here
can be donated by local
businesses and our
community, but we need time
and resources to connect with
those business owners, and
local municipalities, as well
as finding and asking for
federal opportunities. 

Not everyone is able to come to
our Refuge, or even go
outdoors and exerience
nature. We work to create and
distribute social media and
online content that engages
people, drawing new
audiences to appreciate and
understand refuges, and how
nature benfits us all.

Volunteers are invaluable to us in
all we do.
Funds are used to manage, support,
and cultivate volunteers. That
includes celebrating, feeding, clothing
(like rain gear and boots), training,
enriching, and growing the
volunteers who work hard to care for
this space, engage with students and
the community, and more.
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Highly sought Friends Merch
store. Help support the
organization and the hard
work happening on the
refuge every day!
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