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The Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge

The latest updates | January, 2023

Thank you 2022 Members & Donors!

MEMBERS
AND DONORS

2022

Libby Adock &
Jack
Bernhardsen

Bebe Anderson

Mickey
Anderson

Jeanne & Jack
Androvich

Anonymous
Marilyn Aresen

Bill & Kathy
Baumann

Robin & Lyle
Bradford

Barry Brenner
Anne Bulger
James Calderon
Rick Casebolt

Marion Cassidy

James Clapp
Katie Clark
Gwen Corum
Sarah Cowgill

Dennis & Pat
Cox

Patrick Culhane
Lisa Davis
Margaret Dent
Rick Detroye
Joy Diamond
Kaye Duncan

Lynn & Tanna
Engdahl

Nancy Fagan
Tom Finn

Freya Fisher
Michelle Gardes
Jim & Judy Gilles

Pat Gorman

Charles Green
Mary Grout
Christina Gullion
Brighid Hackett
Peggy Haugen
Bob Herchick
Joann Hrabousky

Cassandra
Hughes

Cynthia
Hutchison

Eric Johansen
Dennis Johnson
Kelly Karim
Thea Kuticka

Michael &
Martha Kutter

Clan Lambert
Hillary Lambert

April Landman-
Raindrop
Giftshop

Patricia Larson

Beth Marlin
Lichter

Loretta Linstad -
T.H.L. Trust

Leslie Lopez

Elizabeth &
Rodney
Ludvigsen

Donna
Mackenzie

William Maiden
Judi Marcin
Emily Marso

Twila & Mark
McCombs

Gwendolyn &
Rose Morgan

Gary & Robert A.
Moriarty, in

memory of Mike
Matanich

Linda Murtfeldt

Jim & Pam
Oshorne

Gail Overstreet

Joe & Susie
Palena

Margie
Palmrose

Janet Phillips
Jacob Reams

Johanna
Reimenschneide
r, in memory of
Mike Matanich

Kay Richardson

Sam & Mildred
Robinson

Russ & Claudia
Roseberry

William Roulaine

David Saathoff
Cory Samia
Pam Saunders
Terri Schulte

Donna
Schuurman

Virginia Scott, in
hanor of
Ridgefield Staff

Susan
Setterberg

Kelly Smith

Craig & Deanne
Smith, in
Memory of
Barney Adler

William Smythe
Jill Spencer
Gerald Taborsky
Julie Tanner
Terri Taylor
Wendy Temko
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Want to be on this list? Buy a membership to the Friends, HERE!

Annual Member & Volunteer Appreciation Meeting

The Board and Staff of the Friends of Ridgefield National Pla
Wildlife Refuge would like to formally invite you to our ¥
Annual Membership & Volunteer Appreciation Meeting, in \ ;% ?
person once again! X ?0 /”%‘7
3:00 PM by
Old Liberty Theater b/ oun %
115 N Main Ave FRIENDS OF RIDGEFIELD NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Ridgefield, WA 98642 Member & Volunteer

Appreciation Meeting
RSVP to join us and check in with the Friend's and Refuge's

accomplishments from 2022, and plans for 2023!

JANUARY

SATURDAY 2 8 AT 3 PM

2023
OLD LIBERTY THEATER
115 N MAIN AVE, RIDGEFIELD, WA

SNACKS WILL BE PROVIDED & THE COFFEE SHOP
WILL BE OPEN (FIRST DRINK IS ON US!)

RSVP "YES" BY JANUARY 25TH
WWW.RIDGEFIELDFRIENDS.ORG Q ,

N ®

The agenda will include a drumming intro from Sam
Robinson, as well as a welcome by Tanna Engdahl, Annual
Report, and more. We will also be awarding our Annual
Spirit of the Wild Award to a local that cares about the
Friends and the Refuge. Snacks will be provided, as well as a
ticket for your first drink from the coffee shop. There will be
time for socializing after the presentation.

Fill out our form here to RSVP "Yes"
RSVP by January 25th

Not a member or donor yet? Start here: https://ridgefieldfriends.org/

RIDGEFIELD

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE |

CELEBRATING ¢

50 years of conservation

Ridgefield Refuge Complex News & Events
Gate times for both units: 7:30 am - 4:30 pm
1m *Gate times to change to 8:00 am - 5:00 pm on



https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016vnTP1QyXXhLD-7JhQ83_A6YDtT3lus9oObYZuGlvL0aGN_XKx4ZlqD9h7FViOJYTLtyTI_g9H5x3Pj7jSi0s6v36hmoUGmXVyY6HfUVvr_oYuczUP7vkgYevoxksgj9P8dNyY7r2jE-WXlDBlCZxFE1pKPohAYsoPu0F0Nr1sJJ1XirOb5_xII2N5AQ-ibYA6N4EHWdDsk2z78B-sqN3EsQUHUM0-XW&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016vnTP1QyXXhLD-7JhQ83_A6YDtT3lus9oObYZuGlvL0aGN_XKx4ZlqD9h7FViOJYJ4ka2_aPu2hbRsHMFboayvx0jCUKyCIJREhmcucExsE4QRDeXHcTujoVQgrYRc9CzpWNWpaXhP1QAjDy_2t8ZBfGJmY1A2JO&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016vnTP1QyXXhLD-7JhQ83_A6YDtT3lus9oObYZuGlvL0aGN_XKx4ZlmqwV2TDdFCjQ_kYui5Pvg9zL9gzEpsGKYrTzEJNnbhUZ14P2II5UY2VzNc_LxI9tnxkeix3o42Z6En1mlasHNSlYwSMxQwOVyL4qwWD99r_JCwDVX4qyCDQBcGV_RIi3s5KsUnE-KRzNWzLIOIuBp0=&c=&ch=

Monday, 1/9/23*

Happy New Year from your Refuge Staff!

Our New Year’s Resolutions each year come in the form of an Annual Work Plan. This process allows
us to sit together and strategically plan creative and collaborative ways to organize ourselves for and
with the community. The Visitor Services team for the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Complex
is made up of three US Fish and Wildlife Service Staff and a staff person each from the Friends of
Ridgefield and the Columbia Gorge Refuge Stewards. Together we aim to do the following this year.
Engage volunteers in impactful and inclusive projects born from real conservation and community
needs while increasing relevancy, inspiring action, and creating skill-building opportunities. Stay
tuned this spring for the announcement of new volunteer orientation dates that will be offered
multiple times throughout the year.

Engage communities in accessible ways by reducing barriers to participation, increasing awareness,
and building trust. Communication, program, and facility improvements are being planned for this
year and beyond to balance human and wildlife needs while offering the wildlife-dependent
recreation experience that refuges uniquely offer.

Engage youth by providing meaningful projects that build life skills and job experiences while
maintaining relevance with and through the community. Some of the opportunities to look out for
include the Every Kid Outdoor pass program in schools and field trips through our partner
organizations; youth employment through the Northwest Service Corps, Student Conservation
Association, and the Youth Conservation Corps; and the National Junior Duck Stamp Contest due in
February that the Ridgefield NWR Complex now has the honor of administering in the State of
Washington. See more details on our website.

We look forward to sharing our progress on how we are working with others to conserve, protect,
and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American

people.

-Josie Finley, Visitor Services Manager, Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Complex

The Carty Unit Oaks-to-Wetlands Trail, within the Oak Restoration area, is generally closed
Thursdays for trail maintenance, watch for signs.

Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Administration Office is open Monday-Friday 8 am-4 pm.
General inquiries M-F, 8 to 4:30 can be answered at 360-887-4106.

NOTE: The Washington State Discover Pass is not valid on Federally managed public lands, including
National Wildlife Refuges. Find out more about fees & passes here.

Seasonal Trails close Sept 30th & re-open May 1st

From the Contact Station
Winter is here.

You may not have known because no one was out and about over
the Christmas weekend given the icing of everything, but the
auto tour was closed for a few days. Winter landed with a big
bang. A big thank you goes to FWS staff Eric and Chad who
cleared downed trees and debris from the refuge roads after our
ice out and high winds.

Fortunately, before the storm, we had our Christmas Bird
Count (CBC) which includes all the Refuge and then some. Terry


https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us/activities/education-programs
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us/locations/carty-unit-refuge-headquarters
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us/rules-policies

Anderson has been doing the River S section of the Refuge for
the CBC for several years now. Her big surprise on December
was counting 786 Green-winged Teal. Wow! Anyone who visited at that time would have noticed a lot of
them around. Green-winged Teals typically feed in shallow water, near shorelines, and on mudflats. Given

many of our ...keep reading...

-Susan Setterberg, Contact Station Volunteer
image: Red-Shouldered Hawk by Terry Anderson

2022/2023 Merch Updates

2023 Photo Contest Calendar, NEW Puzzles!, merch featuring contest winners,
BirdFest & Bluegrass button images, Chinookan Steller's Jay art by Greg Robinson,
and more!

Who loves a good jigsaw puzzle on a dark winter evening? Or maybe
you know someone who does? Then we have the perfect gift for you!

The Friends are offering, for the first time ever, Refuge Photo
Contest puzzles! We picked just a few images for these 500-piece
puzzles, available online only, as another way that people can
purchase and enjoy these amazing images.

(not the same link as the calendar)

SHOP FOR PUZZLES!

the winning images of our 2022 Refuge Photo Contest
along with their photographer's name and place, but also
include fun facts about the subjects of each photo,
important Refuge-related holidays, and more. Support
wildlife, nature, and education with one purchase that
keeps on giving.

S T “ CR e ORCRERCRCR e ¢ 2023 calendars are still available! They not only feature

Available in 8.5x11, XL 11x14, and Jumbo 12x12 sizes as

Friends of Ridgefield National- Widife-Refige™
- éffigfw: s RN | < PDF download. Get yours now!

We also have mugs, tote bags, photo cards, t-shirts and
sweatshirts with previous photo contest winners, BirdFest
logos and art, and the Chinookan Steller's Jay design by
Greg A. Robinson. Get your friends and family (or yourself!)
a gift that will remind them of nature's beauty and support
a wonderful cause!


https://ridgefieldfriends.org/contact-station-january-2023/
https://bit.ly/FRNWRPuzzles
https://www.createjigsawpuzzles.com/sell/frnwr
https://www.createphotocalendars.com/Store/2023+FRNWR+2022+Contest+Calendar-6332016402

If there isn't something you like, you can always donate, or
buy a membership to the Friends, for yourself or in
someone’s name - an annual gift program that supports
wildlife, habitat, volunteers, education, and more.

Start Shopping! (does not include puzzle link)

Birding Enthusiasts

Ridgefield First R
Saturdays x & Rech

Rest & Recharge Q.es a’?e

January, 2023 °

Take the month to recharge
for the new year. Stop by the
event page and our Ridgefield

First Saturdays Facebook page

Check out what species are for some tips and tricks to
being seen on the Refuge successfully rest your brain
here. and body!

saitsst Flbliw lsnoits BIoTEr g

Become a Business Alliance
Member!

As a member of the Friends of the
Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
Business Alliance, you invest in one of
our urban metropolitan area’s most
unique and diverse natural and cultural
resources. Click here to find out more

Board Seeking New Members
Or, Join a Committee

— ) ,;;;:;;w"ﬂ,lf;g& The Friends of the Ridgefield National Wildlife
i Refuge is a non-profit dedicated to promoting,
. » protecting, and enhancing its wildlife habitat. We

are currently seeking candidates to serve on our
board of directors. We are recruiting candidates
with diverse backgrounds and skills for several
open board positions, in addition to candidates
interested in serving on a committee (board
membership not required).

Find out more, and contact us here

Friends Board Meetings


https://ridgefieldfriends.org/donate/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/
https://www.createphotocalendars.com/shop/friendsofridgefieldnationalwildlife
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/bird-sightings-species-list/
https://www.facebook.com/RidgefieldFirstSaturdays/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/business-alliance/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/business-alliance/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/about-us/

Join the Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
Board for their monthly meeting. Meetings start at 5
PM every second Monday of the month and will either
be in-person at the Ridgefield NWR Administration
Building (28908 NW Main AVE), or virtual, the plan is to
switch off each month. Contact us to join in!

Board Meeting Dates for 2023:
January 9th (in-person early session @4pm)

Annual Member & Volunteer Appreciation Meeting, Jan. 28th

February 13th
March 13th
April 10th

May 8th

June 12th

July 10th
August 14th
September 11th
October 10th*
November 13th
December 11th
(*moved due to federal holiday)

Support While You Shop

When you link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Friends, you help us earn
donations from Fred Meyer Community Rewards. It doesn't change your regular

/.//;- . FredMeyer |

personal shopping and fuel rewards, but it does make a meaningful contribution

Communlty to our work on the Refuge. It's easy to sign up. Just click here. You can search

rewards e

Where shopping & giving unite

for us by our name, Friends of Ridgefield NWR, or by our non-profit number,

PK822. Then, every time you shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping
earn a donation to support the Friends and Ridgefield NWR. If you do not have a
Rewards Card, ask at the Customer Service desk of any FM store.

Log on to smile.amazon.com and shop as you usually would - .5% of your

amazon

purchase will be donated directly to the Friends! Use the link with your existing

user name and password. When prompted to select a charity, choose the Friends

You shop. Amazon gives.

Would you like to enjoy a cup of coffee from
Ridgefield's Seasons Coffee after a morning
hike on the Refuge? Lunch in-between the
River 'S" and Carty Units? Dinner and drinks
at the Historic Sportsman's Restaurant and
Lounge after a busy day of wildlife viewing
(5% off a meal with member card!)? Or
maybe you would like to get a discount on
some supplies at Shovel & Thumb or
Backyard Bird Shop? How about a night out
at ilani?

Find out mor me a Friend, or ren
your membership today and receive a
member card with great discounts at these
wonderful local businesses! Feel free

to contact us for any questions or inquiries.

of Ridgefield Wildlife Refuge.

Benefits of Membership

The Friends of the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
promote the enjoyment, understanding, and protection
of native and endangered birds, other wildlife, and
their habitats. We focus on our local community and the


https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/contact-us/
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/contact-us/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/
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Mindful Birding®

www.mindfulbirding.org

Header Photo Credit: Raul Moreno, 2017, 1st place Adult category, Refuge Photo Contest
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https://ridgefieldwa.us/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/contact-us/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/

Want regular updates on Refuge events and happenings? Follow the Friends on your favorite social
media by clicking the logos below to stay connected even when you are off the Refuge.
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https://www.facebook.com/ridgefieldfriends
https://www.facebook.com/ridgefieldfriends
https://www.facebook.com/ridgefieldfriends
https://twitter.com/Friends_of_RNWR
https://twitter.com/Friends_of_RNWR
https://twitter.com/Friends_of_RNWR
https://www.instagram.com/friends_of_ridgefield_nwr
https://www.instagram.com/friends_of_ridgefield_nwr
https://www.instagram.com/friends_of_ridgefield_nwr
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