BirdFest and Bluegrass 2016

Mark your calendar for our 17th Annual BirdFest and Bluegrass
Celebration!

Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge

Birdfest

& ]5 UeoTrass

in Ridgefield, WA

Sept. 30 — Oct. 2

Join us for a wonder-filled weekend exploring
wildlife and Chinookan culture!

« Sandhill Crane Tours wotequary © Birders’ Marketplace

open to the public. Call for reservations 360-609-0658. Nature inspired arts & crafts fOf sale

'« Audubon Wild Birds of Prey!

« Naturalist led hikes: Birding,

Ethnobotany, Geology, Night
Hike & more

« Hands on workshops: Bird
Language, Photography, Water-
color, Basketry, DIY T-Shirt couture

o Film Screenings: the sirds (fri. 7pm)

. I and The Promised Lands (Sunday at 1:00 pm)
« Chinookan Cultural Activities

at the Cathlapotle Plankhouse
« Kayak & Big Canoe Tours

» Most events are free! Call for
reservations 360-609-0658.

Bluegrass Music & Beer Garden! siuegrass jammers playing between the
0ld Liberty Theatre and the Sportsman’s from 11:00 to 6:00. At the Old Librerty Theater at 7:00 pm,
Brian Oberlin Bluegrass Trio and Jeff Scroggins an

For more information and the Schedule of Events visit:

www.RidgefieldFriends.org

d Colorado until 10:00. Wristbands sold on site.

Thank you to our generous sponsors! §' B N . SR e
{ ‘)

NW Noatural
We grew up bere

(Click poster for a link to our website)

BirdFest & Bluegrass 2016 Schedule of
Events

For reservation only events: please read the descriptions for
where to RSVP, and register by 9/30/16.
Please include your full name and the number in your party when
reserving.

All Sandhill Crane Tours are now full, as well as the 6:30 PM
Friday Night Hike.

full name, the number in your party and the date and time you would
like to be waitlisted for.

We are taking names for the waitlist for these days, please include your

October 2016

Events

Ridgefield First Saturday: BirdFest
& Bluegrass

Spedies Spotlight

Represent the Friends

Fall Refuge Tips

Birding Enthusiasts

The Benefits of Membership
BirdFest and Bluegrass 2016
BirdFest & Bluegrass 2016 Schedule
of Events

2016 Refuge Photo Contest
Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge

Cathlapotle Plankhouse Update &
Events

Habitat Restoration

Online Store Now Open!
Support While You Shop

Support the Refuge

Joining comes with great benefits
including perks like 5% off at the
Sportsman's Steakhouse & Saloon
in downtown Ridgefield just for
being a member of the Friends of
Ridgefield National Wildlife
Refuge! Chedk out the Benefits of
Membership below to find out
more.

Events

Volunteers Wanted!

Check out the Habitat
Restoration section of this
newsletter for volunteer
dates and how to sign up.

To become an education or


http://tracking.etapestry.com/t/32395983/1061355129/71992635/0/
http://tracking.etapestry.com/t/32395983/1061355129/70735805/0/

Events below the activity matrix are free and do not require
registration.

(Click the images below for a download of this schedule)
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Join us for a wonder-filled weekend of nature,
wildlife, and Native American culture
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Thanks to our generous sponsors this year:
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The web site has the latest updated schedule:

www.RidgefieldFriends.org

Blue

egrass Music

at Old Liberty Theater & Sportsman's Steakhouse & Saloon

Friday, Sept. 30*" — Movie, The Birds at 7:00 pm Bac by
popular demand. the Old Liberty Theater is proud to present Alfred Hitchcock's 1963 classic
Admission is free.

The Whi Achievers at 9:00 pm at the Sportsman’s Steak-
house & Saloon. Wiistbands sold on ste. Portland's bluegrass band stirs up old-school country
and wihiskey-soaked acoustic purk into a sweaty, boot stompin’ energetic performance

Saturday, Oct. 1*— Bluegrass Jamming at 11:00 am to
6:00 pm Linda Leavitt will MC this afternoon of music in the beer garden between the Old
Liberty Theater and the Sportsman’s Steakhouse & Saloon.

Brian Oberlin Bluegrass Quartet at 7:00 pm atthe old
Liberty Theater. Featuring Brian Oberlin (mandolin), Michael Shay (guitar), Peter Schwimmer
(bano), and Chris Kee (bass). Four seasoned bluegrass and swing musicians collaborate with

3 - 4 part harmany vocals and some of the finest picking in the Northwest.

Jeff Scroggins and Colorado at 8:00 pm at the 0ld Liberty
Theater. Jeff Scroggins & Colorado s a high-energy five-picce bluegrass band. Their distinctive
sound showcases an eclectic range of influences that marry second and third generation blue-
grass, delivering a unique experience that captivates audiences and keeps them guessing: It's a
powerlul, high mountain *bluegrass explosion” that features world-class banjo and mandolin
playing, incredible vocals, a solid and energetic thythm, and an easy stage banter thathas
delighted listeners all over the world.

Sunday, Oct. 2 — Movie, Promised Land at 1:00 pm
atthe Old Liberty Theater. $5-10 suggested donation. Join the Fiends and our partner in
the Plankhouse Project, the Chinook Indian Nation, for a screening of the new documentary,
Promised Land. This film follows two tribes in the Pacific Northwest: the Duwamish and the
Chinook, as they fight for the restoration of treaty rights they've long been denied. In following
their story, the film examines a larger problem in the way that the government and society still
looks at ribal sovereignty. Stay after for a Q&A with Chinook Nation vavw promisedianddoc.com

The Friends of Rldgefleld Natltmal Wildlife Refuge
is a passionate group of volunteers who support

Refuge. This takes many forms and is always Pxpanqu
Join us in preserving our nature, wildlife, and history.

» Become amember or renews your membership.

* $50 members receive an annual Refuge Pass.
Fiends of RNWR s a non-profit organization. If youd
like to join us or make a donation, go to our web site
for on-line registration and donation forms.

Check out the year-round calendar of events.

Friends of Ridgefield National -
Wildlife Refuge
P.O. Box 1022, Ridgefield, WA 98642
RidgefieldFriends@gmail.com  360-887-9495

www.RidgefieldFriends.org
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FRENDS oF RIDGEFELD
NaronaL Wicoure Resuse

REFUGE CARTY UNIT
i

Cathlapotle
Plankhouse
Refuge Headquarters

28908 NW Main Ave.

Pedestrian Bridge to Plankhouse

Hunter Gzle \\
Parking Lot
o s;mm):g Seope

Three miles from I-5
o <— to Downtown Ridgefield

BirdFest activities occur
at these three locations:

1. Refuge Carty Unit & Cathlapotle Plankhouse:
A * Carty Unit: 28908 NW Main Ave
* Plankhouse: Carty Unit, over pedestrian bridge.
The Carty Unit is north of town .75 mile.

Ridgefield, WA
is a 25-minute drive. 2. Refuge River 'S* Unit & Kiwa Trail:
north of Portland » River S' Visitor Contact Station. The River S’ Unit is
and just 15 minutes south of town. Turn onto S, 9th Ave. off Pioneer St.
north of Vancouver.

* The River ‘S' Unit's Auto Tour Route will be open to
the public on Saturday anc Sunday cawn untl dusk.
The Kiwa Trail will be open all weekend and is where
many of the birding hikes are lec.

Exit 14
from Portland
& Vancouver

3. Downtown Ridgefield:

* View Ridge Middle School: 510 Pioneer Street

« Birders’ Marketplace is in the Ridgefield
Community Center: 210 N. Main Ave. Also there are
tented booths on Mill St.next to Davis Park.

© Davis Park: 212 N. Main Ave.

« Public Boat Launch: 5 Mill St.

* 0ld Liberty Theater: 115 N. Main Ave.

* Sportsman’s Steakhouse & Saloon: 121 N. Main Ave.

Equal Access Statement: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is
<ommitted to providing access to this event for all participarts,

Map Legend:

Please direct all requests for sign language interpreting services,
closed captioning, or other accommodation need to Josie irley.
360-887-4106, Josie_Finley@fws.gov. TTY 800-877-8339 with your
requiest by close of business one week before the event.

4 Wiomation booth

&~
feston

Nule There will be no quided bus tours on the River

veh es on both Saturday and Sunday. Please download David Dynes
an audio guide podcast for the Auto Tour Route at B o
v RidgefieldFriends.org or on iTunes® or borrow a Viow Ridge Middle
Audio CD at the Visitors Contact Station. School
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naturalist volunteer, and help
with school groups, hikes,
walks and more, contact
Josie Fin oV or

Plankho mai l com

Ridgefield First
Saturday: BirdFest

& Bluegrass
Saturday October 1, 2016

Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge

Birdrest
&1

uegrass

Saturday Oct. 1st: 9:00-
2:00PM @ Overlook Park

o Farmer's Market

e Live Music

o Interactive Arts Activities
with Ridgefield Art
Association

e Birdfest Scavenger Hunt
Bingo

See the schedule to the left for
more about what else is going
on in town the rest of the
weekend!

Species Spotlight

Friends of Ridgefield NWR
Bird of the Year

Western Tanager

Piranga ludoviciana

Our Bird of the Year is the colorful
Western Tanager, an evergreen
canopy loving bird, we see it only
rarely on the refuge in the Spring,
Summer and Fall. These birds
breed in generally more open woods
all over the West as far north as
Alaska. Western Tanagers frequent
a wide variety of fairly open
coniferous surroundings during
migration, but will also visit man-
made habitats such as orchards,
parks, and suburban gardens. In



http://tracking.etapestry.com/t/32395983/1061355129/72178345/0/
emailto:Josie_Finley@fws.gov
emailto:plankhouse@gmail.com

Schedule of Events for BirdFest & Bluegrass - 3 locations

Special Events and Tours, by reservation only - Sept. 30" —
n Required on ALL tours/workshops. RSVP early — these fill quickly.

Pre-Registra

Sandhill Crane Tours
(5 tours available) $25 per person

:00 am and 5:00 pm,
Sunday 6:00 am and 5:00 pm.
‘The most unique wildife viewing experience
BirdFest has to offer thisis a once in a fetime chance to hear and
see the magificent fight of hundreds of sandhill cranes as they visit
their night roost. Join expert staff o leam about cranes and wildife
Meet at the Visitors Contact Station on the River 'S’ Refuge Unit 15
minutes before the tour time and wear weather appropriate footwear
and dlothing in muted, neutral colors.Participants will be required to
walk approximately 500 yards over fough, uneven tefrain to get to a
viewing blind. Please assess your own abilities for his event. Bring your
water. Have questions? Call BirdFest Hotline: 360-609-0658. Space
islimited, RSVP early to BirdfestReservations@gmail.com.

Beginner Bird Language Hike Friday 8:30 to
11:00 am. No FEE. Carty Unit. Join a Refuge Naturalist for a hike to
open up your eyes o the world of Bird Language and lear how you
can use what the birds are saying to connect to the environment around
you. Space i imited, RSVP to BirdfestReservations@gmail.com.

Night Hike Friday 6:30 to 8:30 pm. No FEE. Explore the
Refuge as the sun sets with this guided twilight hike on the Oaks to
Wetlands Tral Participants should be prepared for 2 2 mile ike over
uneven terrain. Space is limited, RSVP by 9/30 to BirdfestReserva-
tions@gmail.cor

Hands-on Birding Photography

urday t0 10:00 am on the Oaks to Wetlands Trail,
Sunday 8: 30 to 10:00 am at the Kiwa Trail.
$15 per person. Join staff from Pro Photo Supply and technical
representative Steve Ball from Olympus on a walk around the Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge. This event is great for avid birders or anyone
interested n leaming more about bird photography and how to utize
‘everything Olympus has to offer when it comes to their camera gear.
Olympus will provide a limited number of camera bodies and lenses for
peope o b dg s egaraton ofthe efge o1 n te
le, please
register early. We will be mmmg at me (any Unit - Daks o Weﬂands
Tail head. Participants should be prepared or a fat 1 mile hike on

the Kiwa trail, and a 2 e hike over uneven terain on the Oaks to
Wetlands Trail. We will be meeting at the respective trailheads for each
hike. The Oaks to Wetlands crosses uneven terrain through wetland
and forested habitats,offering a slightly more challenging hike and s a
2-mile loop. RSVP to BirdfestReservations@gmail.com.

Bird Language for Beginners Workshop
Saturday 9:00 m 1:00 pm. No FEE. If you have ever hsmed o birds

Oct. 2" 2016

elementary students to adults. Space i limited. RSVP by 930 to
BirdfestReservations@gmail.cor

DIY T-shirt Couture Workshop saturday and
Sunday 12:00 to 1:00 pm. No FEE. Lear how to easily repurpose old
tee-shirts into ready-to-wear styles. With a few snips of the scissors and
afew ties you can create a fresh new halter, crop, or workout top. Bring
ashirt o your own or grab one from our bin. RSVP by 9130 o Bird-

sing,you may have that
By picing opon whot the s e teling eoch priv you can
begin to get a bigger picture of what is happening in the ecosystem you
arein. In this free workshop, participants will lear the five voices birds
use to commuricate, lear the shapes of bird alarms, and do a bird
listening sit and debrief session. This workshop will give participants will
have foundational knowledge and resources to go further into the study
of Bitd Language and aims tofoser aceeper connection to nature and
wildife RSVP by 9730 o BirdfestReservations@gmail.com.
Just Dandy: The Power of Edible and

Medi leeds saturday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. No FEE.
mm Laura Goldstone from Rewild Portland at the Kiwa Trail for a hands-
on hike and healing salve-making workshop. Participants will leam
about various uses of common weedy plants ke dandelions, dock, and
plantain, and leam how to make a simple healing herbal salve. Space is
limited. RSVP by 9/30 to BirdfestReservations@gmail.com.

Weaving with Invasive Species saturday 1200
10400 pm. No FEE. Ever wish there was something useful you could
do with invasive plants like English Ivy, Himalayan Blackberry, Scotch
Broom, or Yellow Flag Iris? Join Peter Bauer, executive director of Rewild
Portland as he shares how to use these pesky invaders for weaving and
basketry! In this workshop, participants will learn how to make a basket
using the coiling method with invasive plants. Space s limited. RSVP by
9730 to BirdfestReservations@gmail.com.

Kayak Tours - cuided interpretive Paddie.
Saturday (2 trips) 10:30 am to 12:30 pm and 1:30 to 3:30 pm,
Sunday (2 trips) 10:30 am to 12:30 pm and 1:30 to 3:30 pm.
avoorriery  COSt: $30. Youth free when accompanied by adult
wanss B157aus 1 in a double kayak. Limit 40 people in each trip. All
experience levels welcome. Single and double kayaks
available. We welcome home the winter migration!
ing your own lunch, water, binocs, rain gear always,
and a dry set of clothes for the car. Reservation deadline is September
28" Cancellations and refunds are not an option. Meet at the Ridgefield
Marina, 5 Mill Street. Make reservations on-line at: http://AlderCreek.

Estuary
Partnership

Big Canoe Paddle
Saturday 9:30 to 11:00 am

Join the Estuary Partnership for a family friendly canoe paddle (hmugh
the Ridgefield National Wildife Refuge. Participants paddie
s 28 caces o expereceLake e s aunipe o e per

W P saturday 12:00
10 1:00 pm. No FEE. In this workshop, participants willbe guided step
by step though basic watercolor techniques: how to apply a wash,
how to apply deails withlight and shadow, and the effectof istance
on colors as lhey paintasunset scene in the forst 0 ake hame. T

will be on each canoe to steer, offer
aling shic and bout the river

ccosystem.Asuggesed $10 per adul donaton supports he frends of
Ridgefield National Wildife Refuge. Volunteers will be on-site to collect

workshop will volun-
teers Ron Ward and Laura DeVito, and is appmvnm for upper

cash or check donations. Registration: tps:/ww.eventbrite comve/
-pac 16-930-1 73

Events listed in this matrix are Free - 3 locations - tons to do and see!

Location 8:00 9:00 10;00 11]00 11[00 1 (lm 2 ?0 3 ?0 4:0[0 6:00
. Family Zone Activities Tent and Birders’ Marketplace are open
Downtown (8| APV Fark p— vnest | 2ap oregonzod sl A PPt o Cnte| Audob
Ridgefield | % he g vy | the Rigehald Uy s L
% | AtView Ridge Middle scml} I Audubon LIVE BIRD Show | Wildife Trafficking
|2 Cathlapotle Plankhouse Tours, Kids' Grove Activities and Community Partners Booths
Carty Unit & | 8 . ! :
Cathlapotle (& ity enter Creativity
Plankhouse (I3 Geology Walk | AWalk Through the Oaks |
B The RiverS" Unit's Auto Tour Route wil be open to the publc on Saturday and Sunday dawn unti dusk. The Kiwa Tral will be open, specialy fo BidFest
Refuge River E
S U & the |4 | ‘Audubon Naturalist-Staffed Spotting Scopes
Kiwa Trail Audubon Guided Bird Walk
A Family Zone Activities Tent and Birders’ Marketplace are open
Downtown At Davis Park ~—
Fdgefia ‘§ Audubon Birds on Display
%|  Atold Liberty Theater } Promised Land Movie Screening
g —
Carty Unita [§ | | Cathlapotle Plankhouse Tours, Kids' Grove Activities and Commurity Partners Boaths
Slathll;potle 3 Bird Walk on the Carty Unit | Community & Nature Center Creativity Tent & Flintknapping
lankhouse | .
g | | Cathlapotie Village Hike | Taditonal Samon Bake
l;elﬁ:g_e Rher H The River ' Unit's Auto Tour Route willbe open to the public on Saturday and Sunday dawn until dusk. The Kivwa Tai il be open, specaly for BirdFest.
*S" Unit & the [@
Kiwa Trail | | Audubon Naturalist Staffed Spotting Scopes | | |

Birders’ Marketplace Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Sunday 11:00 am to 400 pm. Arts & Crafts galore! Located in the
Ridgefield Community Center and on Mill treet. Fabulous photographs,
‘garden art jeweelry, wood carving, books, bird supples, ass, cerarmics,
‘and much more. Come see the Refuge Photography contest winners.
Exhibits will feature al orts of nformation about birds, plants, and local
wildife. Come lear, explore, and even get a head start o holiday gifts!
Food Vendors saturday 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Sunday 11:00 am
t0.4:00 pm. Located in booths along Mill Street

Family Zone saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Sunday 11:00 am
10.4:00 pm at Davis Prk. The Western Tanager is the 2016 Bird of the
YearThis yer'sDavis Pak Fmily Zone actes v centered arourd

Downtown Ridgefield

Story Time at the Ridgefield Library saturday
10:0010 11:00 am & 11:00 am to 12:00 pm. Head over to the Ridgefield
Library for  story featuring some of our favorite vildife tales.

Wildlife Trafficking: usrws office of Law Enforcement
investigates global wildlife crime. Saturday 3:00-4:00 pm.

Located in the Library of the View Ridge Middle School. Join USFWS
Special Agent Shelia 0'Connor as she shares tales from her work
investigating global wildife crime incluing investigations involving
smuggling, endangered species, and domestic wildife

Audubon Live Bird Show saturday 1:00 pm at View Ridge
Middle School. Come meet owls,falcons, and a vul-
ture fom the Audubon Soiety f orfan. Lean
about the that

creating new things from ‘old” object with
fresh eyes. We invite participants to build and il o B et o
ourfeathered friends, try your hand at jewelry making with Natural and
Found tems, color canvas bags, or just let your imagination run wild
atour Creation Station. Come and join us for hands-on actviies that

ge your family their
experience how fun it s o repurpose old items!

Cathlapotle Plankhouse Tours & Kids Grove
Saturday and Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Docent led tours of the
Plankhouse will highlight Chinookan culture. This year's Kids' Grove
activites il explor the culural and natural history of the Carty Uit
We invite visitors to Fly Like an Eagle in our dress up photo booth, peer
through a microscope and explore the Hidden World of Aquaic Inscts,

try your hand at making Oak Gall Ik, and create your very own natural
material accessories at our Cordage, Bead Dril, and Wooden Medallion
stations, and of course things will be Just Ducky

a5 we make cattail friends.Join s for hands-on

activities that encourage your family members to

explore the natural and cultural environment at

the Refuge!

Community Partner Booths
Saturday and Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Next to the Plankhouse. Learn about the many
organizations that are helping teach about the nature, cuure,ecology,
and history of our region.

Geology Walk saturday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. “Montana
Comes to Ridgefield — How the Missoula Floods Influenced the

help them survive in i Yo ol
about ways Audubon “inspirs people o love and
protect nature.” Get up close to some of these birds
you'd see on the Refuge. This show is sponsored by
the Ridgefield Business Assodiation.

Refuge Carty Unit & Cathlapotle Plankhouse

RNWR. Join ocal gealogist,Jim Maul,for a fun and entertaining walk
where you can see lasting impacts from the cataclysmic floods at the
end of the last ice age. Meet at the foot of the pedestrian bridge.

Community & Nature Center Creativity Tent
Saturday and Sunday 12:00 to 4:00 pm. Consuitants will be on site:

to encourage public input and assistance in developing a creative
vsion for the New Ridgefield Refuge Community and Nature Center,
The imagination tent willinclude displays related to new and exciting
ideas for this community asset, as wel a displays rlating to the work
complted to date. Visitors will be encouraged to participate.

A Walk Through the Oaks saturday 1:00 to 3:00 pm.
Since time immemoria, the lves of people, wildife, and oak trees have
been deeply interconnected. Join Refuge Naturalist, Roland Begin, on a
leisurely sroll under our ancient oaks and discover the many relation
ships they have with thei environment. Meet at the tent across from
the pedestrian bridge.

Bird Walk on the Cart, ‘Sunday 8:30 to 11:00 am.

Bird the Oaks to Wetlands Trail with guides from Vancouver Audubon
ociety. This s an excellent opportunity to sharpen your birding skils

with experienced local btders. Meet at the tent betuveen the pedestrian

Audio CD for Tour Route Avilable Satur-
day and Sunday and al throughout the year. Enjoy the
discovery audio interpretve tour of th River S' Unit. You
can download the free podcast at: www Ridgefield-
Friends.org or on iTunes.* Or borrow an Audio CD at the
Vistor Contact Station, an follow the markers around
the auto-tour route. Find out why tis land became a
Refuge. What are those big furry animals in the water?

| mn)’
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Photography Contest Winners saturday 2:00 pm.
Located in the mai tent in Davis Park. Photography winners wil be:
announced by ProPhoto Supply and awards given

Audubon Live Birds Up-Close on Display saturday
330 10.4:30 pm. Sunday 1:00 to 300 pm at Davi Park.You can get a
close-up look atthese magnificent birds, and leam about their b
This show is sponsored by the Ridgefield Business Associatio

ZAP Oregon Zoo Animal Display saturday 12:00to
2:00 pm. In Davis Park. ZAP Teens will be on hand with a chance to
discover some amazing anima skulls and pelt.

Promised Land Film sunday 1:00 pm. 0ld Liberty Theatre.
Join the Friends and our partner i the Plankhouse Projec, the Chinook
Indian Nation, for a screening of the new documentary, Promised Land.
This film follows two tribes in the Pacific NW as they fight for the
vestoration of treaty rights they ve long been denied. The ilm examines
alarger problem in the way that the government and society still looks.
at tribal sovereignty. Stay after for a Q&A with Chinook Nation

www promisedlanddoc.com

bridge and Plankhouse for this free walk.

Cathlapotle Village Hike sunday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Join an archaeologist for an overview of thehistory of the Cathlapotle
Vilage, and a walk out to the archaeologica site. Cathapatle is the
Cinookan vlag tha stod fo hundreds of yearson what s tody

for the weather
s etk e o anes s, Moo v et o e
Carty Unit pedestrian bridge.

Flintknapping sunday 12:00t 400 pm. See how traditional
tools such as arrowheads and spear points were mae. Thisis an excel
lent opportunity to see a master craftsman, Dan Stuber, at work.
Traditional Salmon Bake
Sunday 3:30 pm untilaslong as samples
last.Join us for a blessing of the food,
induding drumming by members of the
Chinook Indian Nation and Confederated
Tibes of Grand Ronde, and taste th tradi-
tionally baked salmon and seafoo stew.
Sponsored by Columbia Credit Union.

gr
Refuge River ‘S’ Unit
Audubon Naturalist Guided Bird Walk
on the Kiwa Trail Saturday 8:30 to 11:00. ird the
Kiwa Trail with guides from Vancouver Audubon Society.This
is an excellent opportunity o sharpen your biding skill
with experienced local birders. Meet at the tent by the Kiwa
Trailhead fo this free walk. You will need at least 15 min-
utes 1o get from the entry of River § to the Kiwa trai. Spon-
sored by Vancouver Audubon.

Audubon Naturalist-Staffed Spotting Scopes
Saturday and Sunday 9:00 t0 3:00. On your trp around the River S unit,
stop at the Hunt Gate jus after mile marker 4) to vist with Vancouver
Audubon Society birders staffng the scoping station overlooking the
wetlands of the hunt zone, an area not usually open for public access.
We hope to view dancing Sandhill ranes again this year. Please pro-
ceed to parking inside the gate.

I addition to the Birders’ Marketplace, please visit local businesses in Ridgefield. In addition to the BirdFest Food Vendors, vist local restaurants: Sportsman's Steakhouse & Saloon, Old Liberty Theater - Season’s

Coffee Shop, EI Rancho Viejo, Vinnie's Pizza, Pioneer Street Cafe, Ridgefield Pioneers Market and the Starliner Deli

Need a place o stay? Vist: www.LewisRiver.com.

2016 Refuge Photo Contest

RIDGEFIELD NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

PHOTO'CONTEST

NSORE
QOVSORED )

ro
Photo
supply

the early fall, they migrate south to
Mexico and Central America.

About three-fourths the size of an
American Robin, these songbirds
are stocky, with short thick-based
bills and medium-length tails. The
sexes differ greatly in breeding
plumage. Males of the species are
a stunning bright yellow with black
wings and a red-orange head
resembling a flame. The wings
have two bold wingbars, with the
upper one Yellow and the lower
white, their backs and tails black.
Females are duller, with olive-
green upperparts, contrasting with
a yellowish rump and variable belly
color from bright yellow to gray. In
the Fall, the male loses much of his
bright color, looking more like the
female but with a darker gray back.
Most birds with red plumage gain
their coloring from plant pigments
called carotenoids, but the Westemn
Tanager owes its red feathers to a
rare pigment called rhodoxanthin.
Since they are unable to make this
pigment in their own bodies, it is
believed they acquire it through the
insects they eat.

Western Tanagers nest in conifers,
though they also nest in oaks and
other broad-leaf trees. They can be
seen at up to 10,000 feet
elevations in western North
American spruce-fir treelines. Male
Western Tanagers perform
courtship rituals where they
purposely fall past the female,
flashing their yellow and black
plumage in order to catch her eye.
The female builds a twig nest, and
then incubates the 3 to 5 eggs for
about 13 days. It takes another 11
to 15 days for them to fledge from
the nest.

Often hard to observe, this bird
works its way in a slow methodical
fashion through the trees, eating
mostly insects such as termites,
wasps, ants, stinkbugs, cicadas,
beetles, grasshoppers, crane flies,
dragonflies, and caterpillars most
of the year; small fruits make up
the majority of their winter diets,
though some who fall behind during
migration have been seen eating
seeds at feeders.

The best time to spot a Western
Tanager on our refuge is in May,
since the early migrants start
showing up in April. A few of these
migrants will stay to nest during
the summer. In early fall, starting
in August, they begin to migrate
south again and are all gone by
mid-September.
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Did You Know: Close to the tum of
the twentieth century, many
thought that Western Tanagers
were a significant threat to
commerdial fruit crops. An
observer wrote in 1896, “the
damage done to cherries in one
orchard was so great that the sales
of the fruit which was left did not
balance the bills paid out for poison
and ammunition.” Thankfully today
it is illegal to shoot native birds,
and Western Tanagers are safer
than they were a century ago.

Winners will be announced during our BirdFest & Bluegrass
Celebration, October 1st, at 2pm in Davis Park

Ridgefield Refuge Complex
News & Events
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50 years of conservation

Bonus Fun Fact: A male Western
Tanager was banded in Nevada in
1965 and lived 6 years and 11
months by the time he was
recaptured and released during
banding in Oregon in 1971.

Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge

Can YOU Imagine?

Please join us on the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge's Carty
Unit, October 1st & 2nd, from 12 to 4pm, to share your ideas about
what a Community & Nature Center at the Refuge could be.

(Click the poster for the pdf version)
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The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Se rvice and Friends
of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
wanf fo know “What can you imagine?”

The diverse landscape at Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge not only sustains
thriving populations of wildlife, it also invites
people of all abilities to connect with nature
and share their outdoor experience with
others.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Friends
invite you fo envision and help inform the
design and future use of a new community
building located at the refuge. This new
asset, a Community & Nature Center, will
help us all explore connections among
community, our daily lives, and nature.

We invite YOU to join us at the
17th Annual BirdFest & Bluegrass
Celebration to provide input

in developing a Community &
Nature Center at the Refuge.

The imagination tent will include
displays related to new and
exciting ideas for this community
asset, as well as displays relating
to the work completed to date.

WHEN:
SAT/SUN Oct 1-2, 2016
12:00PM - 4:00PM

WHERE:

Across the Pedestrian Bridge
at the Refuge’s Carty Unit
28908 N. Main

Ridgefield, WA 98642

Help Represent the
Friends & the Refuge
at Community
Outreach events!

We are looking for a few
dedicated volunteers who love
the refuge and would like to
help others discover what
makes this place special.
Outreach volunteers are
needed to help staff Friends
and Refuge booths at events in
our community from Ridgefield
to Portland. Outreach
volunteers work alongside
Refuge and Friends staff to
answer questions about the
Refuge, provide information
about what visitors can do at
this Refuge, and act as
ambassadors for one of our
region's best kept secrets.
Interested in learning how to
get involved? Contact Park
Ranger Josie Finley at

Josie Finley@fws.gov or

call (360) 887-4106.
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If that pun wasn’t enough for you, here’s one that’s a little more to the point of this i
month’s Urban Refuge Support Team nugget: “A reel expert can tackle anything.”  Fall Refu ge TIPS

By now, you’ve probably caught on (there we go again) that we’re talking about
fishing. It’s an activity that ranges from pastime to art form, depending onwhoyou .
ask - but that’s not exactly why we’re talking about it here. What we really want to [
highlight are the growing relationships between our Urban Refuges and two
outstanding organizations that firmly believe in nature’s ability, specifically through
fishing, to empower at-risk youth to envision a positive future.

Soul River Inc. has partnered with the U.S. Fish & Wildife Service for the past three mﬁ‘e‘;"? of R"dgeﬁe‘dh':at‘ma‘
years to put on Celebration of Wild Steelhead, a neighborhood park event that e e vant to e some
encourages young people from culturally diverse and income-challenged communities  eminde thei S o;fa successiut and fun
to try out fly fishing for the first time. The big picture for Soul River and its Visit to the refuge:
Founder, Chad Brown, is forming healing, mentoring relationships between military .
veterans with PTSD and inner city youth who experience trauma in their daily lives. 1. wull Septheér:.er 3(,)St,ht’hypuAcan
The park event is a terrific first step in that process, offering youth a taste of fly ?ﬁ iong the River it Auto
fishing in a familiar, comfortable environment made all the more vibrant by live OUEROUE.
i Vitics.
music, food, and partner activities 2 BirdFest end, the fist
Similarly, I’m Hooked uses fishing as a platform for positive youth development. “Eekm in Oam is the la?lt .
The organization has hosted a two-day fishing event of the same name at Henry Mav veet ZL 01 7t° valk the Kiva trail unti
Hagg Lake near Gaston, OR since 1989! While the event is open to all, Director Wil Yy :
Warren’s primary motivation is offering nature as an alternative to negative . .
influences many urban youth face. Over the years he has expanded his outreach 3 ’ Vr:/aterwhf'\s;ee: ure to bring v\_ater
from inner Portland to the suburbs of Washington County. Through a growing list of with you hort you arﬁerplar)mng
partners, I’m Hooked gets kids out on the lake in boats, entertains and educates along or ‘ZS. Ki visit, there Eeno
them with other hands-on activities, and sends them home with a free rod and reel. access o arinking water on t

refuge.
In addition to providing financial support, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has .
hosted activities at both events as a way of connecting budding anglers to the 4. Restroom f?‘c'eht]e,su'wezg € fa[rxe) h
Service and other opportunities to experience nature close to home. The Celebration :Je;tg;omsa?‘tdtR. gals Un'tsoa ndt
of Wild Steelhead was on September 11th, and I’m Hooked is a bit further out in rty_ v s .
. . . A one stop right before the Kiwa Trail
June 2017. Contact Kim Strassburg at kim strassburg@fws.gov if you’re interested A
: . d the g0od word about our Urban Ref on the River 'S’ Auto Tour Route,
in helping us sprea good word a our N RETUGES. but there are no other facilities
available to the public.

Thank you for visiting the refuge and supporting conservation. If you have any .
questions regarding activities and regulations on the refuge, call the office Monday - 1rash Receptacles: There are no

through Friday 7:30am to 3:30 pm at 360-887-4106. trash cans available so please pack
out anything you bring in with you,
we really appreciate it, and the
wildlife does too!

Cathlapotle Plankhouse And once again, don' forget to
bring water! Thank you and we

Update & Events hope you have a great visit to
N Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge!

CMHI.APOT t I.ANKHOUSE Birding

Celebrating Ten Years » 2005 - 2015 Enthusiasts

The Cathlapotle Plankhouse closes for the season

after BirdFest & Bluegrass weekend!
There will be a variety of workshops and activities featured in and
around the Plankhouse during BirdFest, check out the schedule to
plan your visit!

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is committed to providing access to this event for all See what is being seen at the

participants. Please direct all requests for sign language interpreting services, closed refuge this week at our
Weekly Sightings page, or get a
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captioning, or other accommodations needs to Juliet McGraw, 360- 887-
4106, Plankhouse@gail.com TTY 800-877-8339 with your request by close of business
one week before the event.

Upcoming Events and Exhibitions:

PROMISED LAND DEBUT

SCREENINGS AND FESTIVALS

"Some of you mayve seen the news on our official Chinook Indian Nation
Facebook page, but Promised Land is being released in select theaters this
fall and has been officially selected to screen in several festivals....Were
really looking forward to these events that will bring the communities and
the tribes together, raise awareness, funds, and foster good alliances in
the Northwest so we can see justice happen.

We finished the film this spring after three years of research, filming and
editing. We're so pleased to announce that it's been accepted to the 19th
Annual Local Sightings Film Festival, Joshua Tree International Film
Festival, the 12th Annual Ellensburg Film Festival, on top of many
exciting regional shows we have planned.

Many other screenings, as well as festival screenings, are being planned
for the duration of the fall and winter... including the BirdFest and
Bluegrass 2016 screening date and time:

o Ridgefield, WA - Old Liberty Theater, October 2nd, 1pm

The film was three years in the making, but the work of getting the
message out there is really just starting for us. If you have ideas of how
we can partner these screenings and the ones that will follow with
positive political action, please get in touch with us and the tribes with
your ideas. If you know of a school, group, museum, or local theater that
would be interested in showing a screening of the film or arranging a
discussion, please send us a message or contact us here.

If youd like to stay in touch through social media, subscribe to our
Facebook page here.

Thank you for your support. We look forward to sharing this story with
you all. Let us know if you have any questions or ideas for partnership.

With our love: we couldn't have asked for a better community to make a
film for. Hayu masi and ck'wdlidxw.

Vasant and Sarah Samudre Salcedo”

Want to volunteer with us? Contact Juliet at Plankhouse@gmail.com

Questions? Contact Sarah at Sarah Hill@fws.gov
or call (360) 887-4106

summary of the year's sightings so
far on the 2016 Sightings page.

Habitat Restoration
Updates & Events

The Benefits of
Membership

In addition to receiving the
monthly E-News with Refuge
updates, upcoming events and
wildlife news, members enjoy
member- and volunteer-only
events. Also, with any $50
membership, you will receive an
annual Refuge Pass, which covers
entrance fees.

Don’t forget to glance at the

Refuge calendar, your one-stop
shop for fun activities and

volunteer opportunities!

Discounts at Local Businesses
for New and Renewing
Members:

)
(eSS

Would you like to enjoy a cup of
coffee from Ridgefields Seasons
after a moming hike on the
Refuge? Or perhaps breakfast
before you head out on the auto
tour route at Pioneer Street Cafe?
Lunch at Vinni€e's Pizza in-
between the River 'S' and Carty
Units? Dinner and drinks at the
Historic Sportsman's Restaurant
and Lounge after a busy day of
wildlife viewing? Or maybe you
would like to get a discount on
some supplies at Shorty's

or Backyard Bird Shop?

Become a Friend or renew

your membership today, and
receive a member card with great

discounts at these wonderful local
businesses! Feel free to contact
us for any questions or inquiries.

. Donate

QEC

Our Sponsors
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Habitat Restoration volunteering is still available throughout the fall, with
most volunteer days on Wednesdays. Contact Keith Rutz at
Keith_Rutz@fws.gov for more info or to sign up!

A new schedule of volunteer dates will be out soon, so keep checking our
website at www. ridgefieldfriends.org for more info!

Online Store Now Open!

The Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge are proud to announce the
opening of a new webstore! Now you can order our 50th Anniversary Gear- including
the Pelican Brewing Company 50th Anniversary T-shirt -

and Pint Glass, as well as our Chinookan Steller’s Jay T-
shirt, all online!

Check out our Shop for links to the store and more
info, or click HERE to go directly to the store!

Proceeds help support our unique education and restoration programs at Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge!
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Follow the Friends on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram!

Want regular updates on Refuge events and happenings? Follow the Friends on your
favorite social media by clicking the logos below to stay connected even when you

are off the Refuge.
o®

Help the Friends and the Refuge When You
Shop Online

// FredMeyer: :
5 . When you link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the
/Commumt}’ Friends, you help us eamn donations from Fred Meyer
rewar dS’ Community Rewards. It doesn't change your regular
Where shopping & giving unite - personal shopping and fuel rewards, but it does make a
meaningful contribution to our work on the Refuge.

It's easy to sign up. Just go to www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. You can
search for us by our name, Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge, or by

our non-profit number, 89824. Then, every time you shop and use your Rewards
Card, you are helping the Friends earn a donation to support the Ridgefield National
Wildlife Refuge. If you do not have a Rewards Card, they are available at the
Customer Service desk of any Fred Meyer store.

You Can Also Shop and Give Online at AmazonSmile.com

Log on to smile.amazon.com, shop as you usually would and .5% of your purchase will
be donated directly to the Friends. Use the spedial link, smile.amazon.com, with
your existing user name and password.

To set up your AmazonSmile account, dlick this

link: http: //smile.amazon.com/ch/91-2018749. When prompted to select a charity,
choose the Friends of Ridgefield Wildlife Refuge. Begin shopping as you normally
would and the Friends will receive 0.5% of eligible purchases.

Thanks for being an EcoShopper and helping the Refuge!

Header Photo Credit: Gretchen Thompson 2010 Photo Contest Honorable Mention
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Clark Public Utilities

The Columbian

Corwin Beverages

Environmental Paper & Print

Fred Meyer Community
Rewards

National Environmental
Education Foundation

National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation

Parr Lumber

Pelican Brewing Co.

Portland Audubon
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Would you like to forward this email to a friend? Qlick here.

Share This Brail: pir Ej G I!

Rerove my name fromall future enail correspondence

Address postal inquiries to:

Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
POBOX 1022

Ridgefield, WA 98642

Povered By

Blackbaud Delivra
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