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The Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge

The latest updates | September, 2023

New Refuge Round-Up Giving Program!

We've made it even easier for you to
support our mission - donate your spare
change with your everyday purchases by
joining our new Round-Up Program. You
set and control how much you want to
give each month, and every time you
make a purchase, we'll automatically
round up that purchase to help support
wildlife, and invest in our community's
access to nature with the future
Community Nature Center. It's small
change for you, but a game changer for
us.
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The time for back-to-school shopping is
perfect for getting started- purchases that support your students can also protect
wildlife for generations to come.

It's pretty simple, and once you set it up recurring monthly, you don't have to think
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about it again.

1. Head to any page of our website and click the green "Donate” button in the
bottom left.

2. Activate any card you use for regular purchases in order to turn even the
smallest purchase into big change.

3. Set your monthly giving and control how much change you want to give each

month, and you can adjust it any time you want (if you create a password).

4. Make a difference with every swipe! Every purchase on your card will be
automatically rounded up to the nearest dollar and donated directly to the
Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge.

It's that easy!

Depending on your card, you may be asked to create an account in order to link your card by
logging in with your financial institution’s credentials. Have your login info ready.

Donate Your Spare Change

Questions? Check out the FAQ, here.

image by Wendy Temko (edited to add tiny backpacks)

Walk for the Wild 2023
October 7, 2023

We're on a mission to empower

% wildlife and humans to thrive. The
WA L K % 'l"l‘ challenge is to get people moving a

distance of 5K in nature and to raise
FOR TH E )// funds to support the future
WI L D Community Nature Center at
ﬁﬁm&mw Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge.

NATIONAL . )
WILDLIFE REFUGE What is '"Walk for the Wild'?
P Walk for the Wild is a national event

to get people moving in support of
their local national wildlife refuge. Funds raised from this event will directly support
wildlife conservation, nature trails, and environmental education in our community
through a new Community Nature Center.

Sign up to walk today and support the National Wildlife Refuge System. A portion of
your donation will be matched by national supporters of Walk for the Wild and the

Public Lands Alliance.

When: Saturday, October 7, 2023, 11:00 AM

Where: Overlook Park to Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge's Carty Unit

We will be offering a kick-off walk during BirdFest & Bluegrass, Saturday, October 7,
starting at Overlook Park- on a fall Pacific Northwest morning- who could ask for
more? If you can't make the group walk on Saturday, you can get your miles in any
time during National Wildlife Refuge Week, October 7-14, and submit them to support
our team.

To get started: Click “Join Our Team” below to learn more, sign up to participate in


https://ridgefieldfriends.org/#donate
https://help.harnessgiving.com/en/articles/4394203-round-ups-faqs
https://www.publiclandsalliance.org/americaswildliferefuges/walk-for-the-wild

our event and/or walk virtually, or donate.

Join Our Team

BirdFest & Bluegrass 2023

October 7, 2023

In 2023, The City of
Ridgefield will be
hosting in-person events
downtown, including a
vendor marketplace,
music, family crafts,
orienteering, and more.
A kick-off to Walk for
the Wild will also take
place from downtown to
the Refuge.

The Friends will have a
self-guided Carty Unit
Refuge hike, there will
be wandering trail
stewards to answer
questions, Carty Unit
hourly walks and talks,
Partner Party, the River
S Auto Tour will be
open, Sandhill Crane
Tours, Photo Contest
Winners, and much
more!

AMERICAN KESTREL
BIRDFEST BUTTONS
@SELECT LOCATIONS

$5.00

EVENT DETAILS
SCAN ME

OPEN, AIM, TAP

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7TH SCHEDULE

FRIENDS OF RIDGEFIELD ‘K
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DOWNTOWN RIDGEFIELD
Marketplace Vendors &
9:00am-2:00pM  panily erafts & other activities

Explore over 40 local vendors, or make your own souvenir from the 2023 BirdFest and Bluegrass!

11:00am VS Walk for the Wild 5k Kick-Off

3-mile walk begins at Overlook Park and goes through the Refuge. Details & Sign Up coming Sept. 1

Bluegrass Jamming
@ locations all over town

Bring your string instrument and jam along with others at one of the dedicated jamming locations!

All Day

11:00am-9:00pm Bluegrass Performances
Music @ Davis Park, & Ri

ON THE REFUGE

FREE TO VISIT £ SEASONAL TRAILS WILL BE OPEN!

28908 N Main AVE - Carty Unit

10:00am-3:00pm Carty Unit activities

* Opening Blessing by Chinook Indian Nation @ 10 am

« Partner Booth Party

* Self-Guided Wander Walk

* Family Activities & Crafts

* Pro Photo Supply Photo Contest Display

* ...6 hourly walks and talks, stay tuned!

ield Craft Brewing - scan QR for schedule

1071 S Hillhurst RD - River 'S’ Unit Auto Tour

All Day « Auto Tour Open
10:00am-3:00pm ¢ Spotting Scopes w/Vancouver Audubon

10:00am-2:00pm Visita Familiar Hispana

(Tour en Espafiol/ Spanish Language Tours)

<Events above are FREE>
A

Il events subject to change image: Ken Archer

Sandhill Crane Tours are Reservation Only
6 am & 5 pm, Saturday 10/7/2023

The Refuge will be fee-free, and seasonal trails will be open for an extra weekend!
Stay tuned as more details are added throughout the summer.

Detailed Schedule of Events and More

BirdFest & Bluegrass 2023
American Kestrel Buttons

Purchase a 2023 commemorative button, featuring
the 2023 Bird of the Year, the American Kestrel! Find
them right now for $5.00 at:

e Season’s Coffee, Tea & Remedies in the Old Liberty


https://support.americaswildliferefuges.org/team/516152
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-the-ridgefield-national-wildlife-refuge-14684957139
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-the-ridgefield-national-wildlife-refuge-14684957139
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/about-us/photo-contest/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/about-us/photo-contest/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/birdfest-bluegrass/
https://www.facebook.com/Seasons-Coffee-Tea-Remedies-343667455826442/

Theater

o & Backyard Bird Shop Vancouver

With this button you can remind yourself of our event,
and support it into perpetuity!

Find Location & Event Details HERE

Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
2023 Photo Contest!

Sponsored by Pro Photo Supply & The
Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife
Refuge

Submit your favorite photos taken within the

boundaries of Ridgefield Refuge to our four categories, as well as a youth category,
for a chance to win prizes from Pro Photo Supply and Friends of Ridgefield National
Wildlife Refuge!

Submissions due Sept. 10, 2023

CATEGORIES:

e BIRDS - Birds and waterfowl in their natural habitat. NOTE: No images of Great
Horned Owls will be accepted during this year’s contest.

e WILDLIFE - Any wildlife other than birds - mammals, amphibians, fish, insects,
reptiles, and invertebrates in their natural habitat.

e PLANT LIFE - Trees, grasses, flowers, fungi, mushrooms, and other flora in their
natural habitat.

e LANDSCAPE & STRUCTURES - The refuge contains a mosaic of scenic views,
including iconic structures such as the Cathlapotle Plankhouse.

¢ YOUTH - Open to photographers aged 10-17 and in grades 5-12 generally.

Learn more about rules, eligibility, conditions, & submit, HERE!
Head to our website for details and additional links, here

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE |
Events

CELEBRATING : )
Gate times for both units: 6:00 am - 8:30 pm

50 years of conservation

RIDGEFIELD 513 Ridgefield Refuge Complex News &

Notable Moments from August
We sadly said goodbye to both the NYC
Rainbow Crew and the Youth
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Conservation Crew on the 18th of
August. For 8 weeks they bravely took on
mosquitoes, heat, and whatever else came
at them as they worked to make trails
safe, habitat healthy, and the overall
experiences for all at our Refuges a
wonderful one. They taught us, learned
from us, and created lasting friendships
and memories. We are so thankful for the
opportunity to have these crews and hope
to be able to continue to support youth employment in the future!

-Josie Finley, Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Services Manager
image: YCC crew with leader, Alyssa Jayne Mayor (left)

The Carty Unit Oaks-to-Wetlands Trail, within the Oak Restoration area, may close
occasionally for trail maintenance, watch for signs.

Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Administration Office is open Monday-Friday 8am-
4pm.
General inquiries M-F, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm can be answered at 360-887-4106.

NOTE: The Washington State Discover Pass is not valid on Federally managed public
lands, including National Wildlife Refuges. Find out more about fees & passes here.

From the Contact Station
Miracles and Mysteries

We didn't believe it at first. One Friday
morning in late June volunteer Brent was AL
told by a birder that they had seen crane i R
colts, but no photos. He passed on the
information to me. We both thought that
was unlikely; the Kiwa had been reopened,
the cranes had moved off and there was no
further observed nesting activity. Later that
day, another visitor stopped to chat. Beth
mentioned in passing that they had seen two

baby Sandhill Cranes ...Keep reading...

-Susan Setterberg, Contact Station Volunteer
image - First documented sighting of the crane family with two colts on Ruddy Lake
June 25, 2023, Photo by Rick Jordan

Join Ridgefield Lights Out for Migration

Every year, at least a
billion birds migrate along
the Pacific Flyway, the
majority navigating with
the night sky. As they
pass over cities on their


https://www.fws.gov/youth-conservation-corps
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us/locations/carty-unit-refuge-headquarters
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us/rules-policies
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/contact-station-september-2023/

LIGHT TO PROTECT THE NIGHT
4

+ DarkSk
Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting [ =L

ALL LIGHT SHOULD HAVE A CLEAR PURPOSE
USEFUL

Before installing or replacing a light, determine if light is needed. Consider how the
use of light will impact the area, including wildlife and the environment. Consider
using reflective paints or self-luminous markers for signs, curbs, and steps to reduce

the need for permanently installed outdoor lighting

LIGHT SHOULD BE DIRECTED ONLY TO WHERE NEEDED
TARGETED Use shielding and careful aiming to target the direction of the liht beam so way, they can become

that it points downward and does not spill beyond where it is needed. d]SOFiented by SkyglOW
and artificial lights

LOW LIGHT FO LIGHT SHOULD BE NO BRIGHTER THAN NECESSARY . .
LEvELs S(0).  Ltheloumttorion oied Sa il ol antros contior s e causing them to collide
with buildings or
CONTROLLED @ LIGHT SHOULD BE USED ONLY WHEN IT IS USEFUL windows. While llghts can
When 18 needec, emimed vihen posibre and frmed off when ot needed throw birds off their
migration paths, fatalities
_— USE WARMER COLOR LIGHTS WHERE POSSIBLE are more directly caused
Limit the amount of shorter wavelength (blue-violet) light to the least
amountneeded by the amount of energy

wasted flying around in
confusion. The exhaustion can then leave them vulnerable. Join the effort to provide
safe passage for birds and other nocturnal migrants.

You can help by doing the following and asking your community businesses to do the
same:

e Use fully shielded fixtures for outdoor lighting so light shines down, not up.

¢ |Install timers and dimmer switches. Turn off lights when not in use. For security
lighting, use motion sensors.

e Turn off decorative landscape lighting.

e Use lighting with color temperature of 3000K or below.

e Turn off interior lighting especially on higher stories or close curtains/blinds.

It is particularly important to take these measures between the hours of 11:00
pm and 6:00 am when most night migrants are flying.

In addition to helping birds and other migratory species, these efforts have the
additional benefits of reducing energy usage and saving money.

Explore nightly migration data of the Pacific Flyway and other regions on birdcast.net

Ridgefield First

Saturdays

Multicultural Festival
Birding Enthusiasts September 2, 2023

A

Come celebrate our
diverse community at
the 6th annual
Multicultural Festival!

Check out the non-profit organization Ridgefield
Multicultural Initiative and learn their mission,
history, and HUGE part in this event.

Check out what species

are being seen on the The 2023 Multicultural Festival will include

Refuge here. performances, crafts and activities, First Saturday
and Farmers Market vendors, and more! Stay tuned
as we near the event for the schedule and additional
details.


http://birdcast.net/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/bird-sightings-species-list/
https://sites.google.com/ridgefieldculture.org/ridgefieldculture/home
https://sites.google.com/ridgefieldculture.org/ridgefieldculture/home

See the Full Schedule and more HERE

Become a Business
Alliance Member!

As a member of the Friends of the
Ridgefield National Wildlife
Refuge Business Alliance, you
invest in one of our urban
metropolitan area’s most unique
and diverse natural and cultural
resources. Click here to find out
more

Board Seeking New Members
Or, Join a Committee

Mnuwk
A The Friends of the Ridgefield National
Wildlife Refuge is a non-profit dedicated to
promoting, protecting, and enhancing its
wildlife habitat. We are currently seeking
candidates to serve on our board of
directors. We are recruiting candidates
with diverse backgrounds and skills for
several open board positions, in addition to
candidates interested in serving on a
committee (board membership not
required).

Find out more, and contact us here

Friends Board Meetings

Join the Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife
Refuge Board for their monthly meeting.
Meetings start at 5 PM every second Monday of
the month and will either be in-person at the
Ridgefield NWR Administration Building (28908

NW Main AVE), or virtual, the plan is to switch v e W = E !
off each month. Contact us to join in! [ "Q@ﬂ
Board Meeting Dates for 2023: £ .
September 11th (Virtual)
October 10th*

November 13th (Virtual)
December 11th

(*moved due to federal holiday)

At

2022/2023 Merch Updates

NEW Puzzles!, merch featuring contest winners, BirdFest &
Bluegrass button images, Chinookan Steller's Jay art by Greg
Robinson, and more!

Who loves a good jigsaw puzzle on a dark winter evening? Or


https://www.ridgefieldwa.us/353/September-First-Saturday
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maybe you know someone who does? Then we have the perfect
gift for you!

We also have mugs, tote bags, photo cards, t-shirts and

sweatshirts with previous photo contest winners, BirdFest logos
and art, and the Chinookan Steller's Jay design by Greg A.
Robinson. Get your friends and family (or yourself!) a gift that

will remind them of nature's beauty and support a wonderful cause!

SHOP FOR PUZZLES!

Shop Here! (everything but puzzle link)

Support While You Shop

When you link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to the Friends, you help
=, us earn donations from Fred Meyer Community Rewards. It doesn't
/comn'ledﬁer”{ity change your regular personal shopping and fuel rewards, but it does

rewards make a meaningful contribution to our work on the Refuge. It's easy
freesmemaman to sign up. Just click here. You can search for us by our

name, Friends of Ridgefield NWR, or by our non-profit number,

PK822. Then, every time you shop and use your Rewards Card, you

are helping earn a donation to support the Friends and Ridgefield

NWR. If you do not have a Rewards Card, ask at the Customer Service

desk of any FM store.

Would you like to enjoy a cup of Benefits of Membership
coffee from Ridgefield's Seasons

Coffee after a morning hike on the
Refuge? Lunch in-between the River 'S’
and Carty Units? Dinner and drinks at
the Historic Sportsman's Restaurant
and Lounge after a busy day of
wildlife viewing (5% off a meal with
member card!)? Or maybe you would
like to get a discount on some supplies
at Shovel & Thumb or Backyard Bird
Shop? How about a night out at ilani?

Fin mor me a Frien r

renew your membership today and The Friends of the Ridgefield National Wildlife
receive a member card with great Refuge promote the enjoyment, understanding,
discounts at these wonderful local and protection of native and endangered birds,
businesses! Feel free to contact us for other wildlife, and their habitats. We focus on
any questions or inquiries. our local community and the Pacific Northwest.
Sponsors
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Header Photo: Gary Grossman, 2018, 1st place Landscape Category, Refuge Photo Contest

FRIENDS OF RIDGEFIELD ”g
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Contact Us | Website


https://www.rosauers.com/
https://graticle.com/
https://www.bunniesridgefield.com/
https://shovelandthumb.com/
https://sportsmanspublic.com/
https://ilaniresort.com/
https://rietdyksmillingco.com/feed-store
https://www.riverviewbank.com/about/ridgefield
https://quantumfiber.com/local/wa/ridgefield
http://www.oldlibertytheater.com/
https://portridgefield.org/
https://prophotosupply.com/
https://backyardbirdshop.com/
https://www.estuarypartnership.org/
https://www.doi.gov/
https://ridgefieldwa.us/
https://www.fws.gov/
https://www.wnps.org/
https://www.theintertwine.org/
https://www.tidewater.com/
https://www.doi.gov/ocl/wildlife-refuge-system
http://www.mindfulbirding.org/
https://lewisandclark.org/grants/index.php
https://wdfw.wa.gov/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/contact-us/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/

Want regular updates on Refuge events & happenings? Follow the Friends on social media by
clicking the logos below to stay connected even when you are off the Refuge.
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