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open weekdays, as staff availability RIVER 'S’ UNIT £ CARTY UNIT
aIIows: 900 AM - 300 PM 1071 S Hillhurst AVE 28908 NW Main AVE
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Learn More: Official Refuge Website
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Annual Membership & Volunteer Appreciation Celebration
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Saturday, May 30, we gathered at the
new Community Nature Center for our
annual Member and Volunteer
Appreciation Celebration. It was a
fantastic afternoon highlighting a busy
year of Commemorative Brick sales,
upcoming Nature Exploration Area
updates, and exciting partnerships—
including welcoming Mayor Matt Cole
to our upcoming Board Meetings and
exploring future wellness events with
the Ridgefield Dragon Boats!

Click the image to view the Flipbook of
our 2025 Annual Report

Download a PDF of our

Annual Report

We were also thrilled to honor Roger Windemuth with the 2026 Spirit of the Wild
Award for his exceptional behind-the-scenes dedication to our Bird Sightings
website pages. Plus, our live member votes are officially in: the Red-winged
Blackbird has been chosen as our 2026 BirdFest & Bluegrass Bird of the Year!
Thank you to all of our members, volunteers, and supporters who keep the Refuge

thriving.

Volunteer with the Friends!

The Friends still need your help! We
have a couple of events coming up in
June, and not enough people to go
around! We are looking for folks to lead
or assist with hikes and tabling during
Big_Paddle on June 6, down at the
Ridgefield Waterfront and in downtown
Ridgefield, and help with tabling at the
Pollinator Festival, in downtown
Vancouver, on June 20.

Sign Up Today!

We are looking for those willing to put on their metaphorical Friends volunteer hat
and help us spread the word about memberships, sponsorships, business perks, and
all the work that the Friends are doing in the new Community Nature Center!

Hike Leaders do not need to have as much knowledge about the Friends, folks who
have special hike topics they can share are welcome too!
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Pro Photo Supply Ridgefield NWR Updated & Fledgling

Photo Contests

Share your favorite Ridgefield Refuge
photos in various categories for a
chance to win prizes from Pro Photo
Supply and Friends of Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge. The Youth
portion has changed to High School!
Check out our Fledgling Contest for
submissions for grades 4-8.
Submissions Due August 3.

W j \ ’gf i .
R RIDGEFIELD'NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFOGE &

Note: These starting and ending dates are earlier than we usually do this contest.
This way, we will have more time to prepare to celebrate the winners at BirdFest &

Bluegrass.

Winners of both contests will be able to view their photo prints at BirdFest &
Bluegrass, Saturday, October 3, 2026, at the Ridgefield National Wildlife

Refuge Community Nature Center!

Find Both Contests Here!

Free Workshop Series!

sree
COMMUNITY
WORKSHOP
SERIES

at Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge, Carty Unit

MAKING BUILDINGS BIRD SAFE - JUNE 13, 2026 @ 10 AM

Join the Migratory Birds unit of the Region 1 US Fish & Wildlife Service for a workshop on
the impact of windows on migrating birds. Learn about migration, window hazards, and
how homeowners can help. The session includes hands-on practice applying window film at
the Community Nature Center. Participants can take home information on options for their
own windows. All ages are welcome to sign up and assist local migrating birds along the
Pacific Flyway!

These events are provided by the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service in collaboration
with the Friends of Ridgefield NWR.

Space is limited, so be sure to click the
button or visit the website to sign up
today!

FREE Community Workshop at the
Carty Unit!

Making Buildings Bird Safe

June 13,10 AM

Learn about migration, window hazards,
and how homeowners can help. The
session includes hands-on practice
applying window film at the Community
Nature Center. Participants can take
home information on options for their
own windows. All ages are welcome to
sign up and assist local migrating birds
along the Pacific Flyway!

BirdFest & Bluegrass
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October 3, 2026

Sponsorships

Sponsor BirdFest & Bluegrass — our
annual community festival celebrating
the Refuge, wildlife, and Ridgefield.

Sponsorship levels range from $250—
$10,000, including venue sponsorship
options. Would your business be open to
supporting this year?

# Feathered Friends - $250
# Red-Tailed Hawk- $500

X Great Egret - $1,500
“»-Great Horned Owl - $5,000
kSandhlll Crane - $10 000

nefits depend on leve
If you can t find a sponsor reve( that f ts ."#“t & w‘t‘
you s, please contact the Fi
Sponsorship

mscuss other option:
www.| RldgelleldFrlend: org

Sponsorship Details

Partner Party

The BirdFest & Bluegrass Partner
Party on October 3, 2026, brings
together our support community and
Refuge visitors. We invite nonprofits and
community partners to join us for an
educational, non-retail celebration of
local wildlife, habitat conservation, and
the groups helping protect the Refuge.

Your registration focuses on connecting
with fellow nature lovers and sharing
your mission (no commercial vending
or sales, please) to highlight how your
partnership keeps this special place

thriving.
Sign Up Today!

Raptor's Baseball
Supporting Wildlife!

Support a good cause and enjoy
summer baseball as the Ridgefield
Raptors take on the NW Star
Nighthawks on July 2nd!

50% of all ticket sales through our LINK
ONLY will be split with the Friends of
Ridgefield NWR!

Get Your Tickets HERE!

> HELP US HIT IT)» |
OUT OF.THE PARK

Ridgefield Raptors take on the NW Star
Nighthawks on July 2nd, 6:30 PM!

50% of all ticket sales for this game purchased through
OUR LINK ONLY will be split with the Friends of Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge!

SUPPORT A GOOD CAUSE AND ENJOY SUMMER BASEBALL

HTTPS://WWW.GOFEVO.COM/EVENT/FRNWR26
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A Bee Story

Who Is Visiting Your Flowers? A
Beginner’s Guide to Clark
County’s Native Bees

Birding Enthusiasts

— -

As spring moves toward summer in Clark
County, gardens begin buzzing with
activity. Many people notice “bees” visiting
flowers, but few realize they are often
observing an incredible diversity of native
species rather than just honeybees...keep_

reading...
Bird Sightings
-Anne Bulger, Friends of Ridgefield

NWR Board Member, & OSU Master
Melittology Lead Instructor for the
RNWR

Image of Purple Miner Bee by
ladbonte/iNaturalist

Check out what bird species are
being seen on the Ridgefield National
Wildlife Refuge - both past and
current archives - on our website.

Ridgefield First Saturday

15th Annual Big Paddle Waterfront Festival
June 6, 2026

The Ridgefield Big Paddle Waterfront
Festival commemorates the
designation of the Lewis River to

WATERF_RON ,FESI,WAL 7 &‘ Vancouver Lake Water Trail each year

— = on National Trails Day.

The City of Ridgefield and Ridgefield First Saturdays will be offering a selection of
guided paddles, hikes (led by Friends board members and volunteers!) and other
activities to get you out and enjoying the outdoors during Big Paddle.

Check out the schedule!
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Stay Involved:

Join the Friends - Become a Member
All members will receive a digital member card, a free optional tote bag, a sticker,
and other perks.

Members over $60 also
gain access to the Soar
into Wellness Program,

Learn More, Join, or

& Members giving over %2;4:&% Renew_ Your
$1000 are also included p17 Membership Today!
in a special website =

highlight!

Support While You Shop

If you're looking for gorgeous nature and
wildlife photography on jigsaw puzzles,

N we have you covered!
Get the whole family geared up and

support Refuge conservation with every Puzzle Shopping

purchase.

Shop our Merch Store

///’- FredMeyer |
community
rewards

Where shopping & giving unite

Friends Amazon Wishlist- Support our
work and the Refuge's initiatives! Whether
it's habitat restoration or BirdFest &
Bluegrass, we'll feature items essential to
efforts toward achieving conservation and
community outreach goals.

Get Started Get Shopping!

Friends Board Meetings

When you link your Fred Meyer
Rewards Card to the Friends, you help
us earn donations from Fred Meyer
Community Rewards. It's easy! Search
Friends of Ridgefield NWR, #PK822

Join the Friends of Ridgefield NWR Board for their monthly meeting. Meetings start
at 5:00 PM every second Monday of the month and will be either virtual or in-person


http://url8931.mailer.zeffy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.aP11x-2BTa8op9XS4ZJfF0xfJKmBGv01-2FwEfVsoBIlVpymUjld4VZ2mjfHqgAlTZHgjlzCaSdB3e5vAN7aNv3O4Zm4aZVG4HHPa9w8ekTMdC9eO7WaJxW-2BKiL6548-2BoUCVMlXojCM-2BkKyWgMyz4Qyj0a-2FIO06sftfrAD3luykC2oM-3DmoBM_M7561dTk8oPSP7-2FkK3w4hT-2BhWUHEtYplu4RPhJIllUHDeE2enfZDZzbqXv7n94CCBtbonv2cJzbkMdWdvwe5WT-2BhnpSlaadWgkqM5WqtvlD1aAvEh3NG3tmW1-2FSK40KGC-2BYAk8WUeO4IznjyzrE4y5yMONXjj1Q9tL50hRmuwMuX8PU-2Fwp3rxBbQXXPrjYOXqR7S21w6vdE5-2FKfzUXQWNBWhVhaVHvkC7gn5dHLrdNFTkgJaHPSTGQtY9J2OGy3br-2FsDhMx3BTYe8X8YxsuorfJtU9yonrhov0ecFYuvrhY6EedM0GMzPBLkrJ-2Bx6OpiWoPCb99EwUW8oaNt3zJNG4hl7DGJUu99qr1NjgfxsuotjLSUOR7s4nJ9PTrm4yIPSIiTD-2F8-2BqUwF668Z7m6mvltmFm-2FnpP5nz0trUAi-2B2yEQxygx7yf1FhyrH9QYnqOcoTHqkvXAcuNthT-2BLkizx9V0TCf1q-2FKNi-2BUslphqFDXY-3D
http://url8931.mailer.zeffy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.aP11x-2BTa8op9XS4ZJfF0xfJKmBGv01-2FwEfVsoBIlVpymUjld4VZ2mjfHqgAlTZHgjlzCaSdB3e5vAN7aNv3O4Zm4aZVG4HHPa9w8ekTMdC9eO7WaJxW-2BKiL6548-2BoUCVMlXojCM-2BkKyWgMyz4Qyj0a-2FIO06sftfrAD3luykC2oM-3DmoBM_M7561dTk8oPSP7-2FkK3w4hT-2BhWUHEtYplu4RPhJIllUHDeE2enfZDZzbqXv7n94CCBtbonv2cJzbkMdWdvwe5WT-2BhnpSlaadWgkqM5WqtvlD1aAvEh3NG3tmW1-2FSK40KGC-2BYAk8WUeO4IznjyzrE4y5yMONXjj1Q9tL50hRmuwMuX8PU-2Fwp3rxBbQXXPrjYOXqR7S21w6vdE5-2FKfzUXQWNBWhVhaVHvkC7gn5dHLrdNFTkgJaHPSTGQtY9J2OGy3br-2FsDhMx3BTYe8X8YxsuorfJtU9yonrhov0ecFYuvrhY6EedM0GMzPBLkrJ-2Bx6OpiWoPCb99EwUW8oaNt3zJNG4hl7DGJUu99qr1NjgfxsuotjLSUOR7s4nJ9PTrm4yIPSIiTD-2F8-2BqUwF668Z7m6mvltmFm-2FnpP5nz0trUAi-2B2yEQxygx7yf1FhyrH9QYnqOcoTHqkvXAcuNthT-2BLkizx9V0TCf1q-2FKNi-2BUslphqFDXY-3D
http://url8931.mailer.zeffy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.aP11x-2BTa8op9XS4ZJfF0xfJKmBGv01-2FwEfVsoBIlVpymUjld4VZ2mjfHqgAlTZHgjlzCaSdB3e5vAN7aNv3O4Zm4aZVG4HHPa9w8ekTMdC-2BKI30DNQ-2BzSCaj-2FkkOCloCc8tnpVRdHlCJkjXoNz5OlgJ8bO7GHu1Tt-2Fd04pMlFig-3DUYkN_M7561dTk8oPSP7-2FkK3w4hT-2BhWUHEtYplu4RPhJIllUHDeE2enfZDZzbqXv7n94CCBtbonv2cJzbkMdWdvwe5WT-2BhnpSlaadWgkqM5WqtvlD1aAvEh3NG3tmW1-2FSK40KGC-2BYAk8WUeO4IznjyzrE4y5yMONXjj1Q9tL50hRmuwMuX8PU-2Fwp3rxBbQXXPrjYOXqR7S21w6vdE5-2FKfzUXQWNBWhVhaVHvkC7gn5dHLrdNFTkgJaHPSTGQtY9J2OGy3br-2FsDhMx3BTYe8X8YxsuorfJtU9yonrhov0ecFYuvrhY6EedM0GMzPBLkrJ-2Bx6OpiWoPCb99EwUW8oaNt3zJNGzSlem5g3G43cbGlokYZ5x-2FeC7TMW19MMoFYvFf1aYy0B1A2YhAU7mp62Uk8j-2FKoBAto1ple081H3ahtEMBdi9032BfJjayw9owi5Ss-2F9ITbB3I2vaPRPlq-2F3PjfpGKKvd2Y09ZUt1fGWx-2FWs86qNDA-3D
http://url8931.mailer.zeffy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.aP11x-2BTa8op9XS4ZJfF0xVyp6mp-2F4m7TbvU1tV2H28KnDCVc8tAQqyRwqDuWzxp6LE-2FvvPBfCdFK34l-2Bnrti6aRRUNKYqOfpFbyP8kldwO-2FCBK8I2gL3bW-2BTAmVaAzNus6PX_M7561dTk8oPSP7-2FkK3w4hT-2BhWUHEtYplu4RPhJIllUHDeE2enfZDZzbqXv7n94CCBtbonv2cJzbkMdWdvwe5WT-2BhnpSlaadWgkqM5WqtvlD1aAvEh3NG3tmW1-2FSK40KGC-2BYAk8WUeO4IznjyzrE4y5yMONXjj1Q9tL50hRmuwMuX8PU-2Fwp3rxBbQXXPrjYOXqR7S21w6vdE5-2FKfzUXQWNBWhVhaVHvkC7gn5dHLrdNFTkgJaHPSTGQtY9J2OGy3br-2FsDhMx3BTYe8X8YxsuorfJtU9yonrhov0ecFYuvrhY6EedM0GMzPBLkrJ-2Bx6OpiWoPCb99EwUW8oaNt3zJNG7SmkXJHoCeC97ePgIVoupr7VVHVQHKJK1exgm-2BoRr2wF0RuuMb3tFjb9FfH9236JhWar8dsexKa6D0oP3OiX302uQ3Gc0hMeSWHt2IlT72TfFSlIoFg6WiS32qktIyjaAf4TmSIbuUGLtUxpKTxjHs-3D
http://url8931.mailer.zeffy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.aP11x-2BTa8op9XS4ZJfF0xYiDSY5IMfQ3LVBxXskregpY5Qw4mqzs42-2FnsNvFR8jIULx9V4rk3ZevUVbpA-2F1Df3PtC4OVLi-2FXMpuPbsY-2BduyF6KEomWXTTY-2BODlffJ30I9uKZRQ1UmGHNR0G5bFtikw-3D-3DDsb8_M7561dTk8oPSP7-2FkK3w4hT-2BhWUHEtYplu4RPhJIllUHDeE2enfZDZzbqXv7n94CCBtbonv2cJzbkMdWdvwe5WT-2BhnpSlaadWgkqM5WqtvlD1aAvEh3NG3tmW1-2FSK40KGC-2BYAk8WUeO4IznjyzrE4y5yMONXjj1Q9tL50hRmuwMuX8PU-2Fwp3rxBbQXXPrjYOXqR7S21w6vdE5-2FKfzUXQWNBWhVhaVHvkC7gn5dHLrdNFTkgJaHPSTGQtY9J2OGy3br-2FsDhMx3BTYe8X8YxsuorfJtU9yonrhov0ecFYuvrhY6EedM0GMzPBLkrJ-2Bx6OpiWoPCb99EwUW8oaNt3zJNG9ATvhib-2BkiqndDfMJW65HgxepfqdMqYJmrNK7HMQcA1JFcLFbg-2B4C1LWMCnBd9n9JP-2BjEQhmIvzk7cEeFmNtCfVrZtg-2FgnSgNU6Cvzy0-2FA-2FPpysoxi-2B1dV8m1tzSR5qQsoGm9OnmY7npHiqfOw9yWM-3D
http://url8931.mailer.zeffy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.aP11x-2BTa8op9XS4ZJfF0xdDwW1keGY53D29Avzk8-2Fy3BYahj-2Ffyf-2F9bfN8Cd-2B7OqEtxtlvmQxlOZR-2FPNZIKlWKxEIE4liDi5LeFd3mu4xr4ODZfO3SHaEs15ixRDe9eUjoYzqTWYzyjfsnwc24SSuw-3D-3DD4G2_M7561dTk8oPSP7-2FkK3w4hT-2BhWUHEtYplu4RPhJIllUHDeE2enfZDZzbqXv7n94CCBtbonv2cJzbkMdWdvwe5WT-2BhnpSlaadWgkqM5WqtvlD1aAvEh3NG3tmW1-2FSK40KGC-2BYAk8WUeO4IznjyzrE4y5yMONXjj1Q9tL50hRmuwMuX8PU-2Fwp3rxBbQXXPrjYOXqR7S21w6vdE5-2FKfzUXQWNBWhVhaVHvkC7gn5dHLrdNFTkgJaHPSTGQtY9J2OGy3br-2FsDhMx3BTYe8X8YxsuorfJtU9yonrhov0ecFYuvrhY6EedM0GMzPBLkrJ-2Bx6OpiWoPCb99EwUW8oaNt3zJNG6Rg9ilKK4sI-2FZQu-2BY49y7TaIytDlxgS5Gcqsilj3l1TZ06PWVM5m1cAr5a7TWJ4fO7rPc1JcoeyNtUB0b-2BQVv6HLA4qRIcKcbOi7JW6E7mv-2B4bLBacDVlHl4V2vecnsBRYsTtZ9CiPm-2B1ux9Ok6umo-3D
http://url8931.mailer.zeffy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.aP11x-2BTa8op9XS4ZJfF0xXXpmD20wNW-2BCxt228-2FY9qXs1JXfeOfez-2BQD-2FgJNxZi1WJHPF5FEkYlREC0-2F7C03UOcpMGvaJazgiFrXfVzCq6dXsKFT-2B7BBzVh7HrUtaBYZR78Pc3q-2BtvRrXPjvJ1Yuz3eQY15qWoyQkygJMQCJ82Q-3D2wrM_M7561dTk8oPSP7-2FkK3w4hT-2BhWUHEtYplu4RPhJIllUHDeE2enfZDZzbqXv7n94CCBtbonv2cJzbkMdWdvwe5WT-2BhnpSlaadWgkqM5WqtvlD1aAvEh3NG3tmW1-2FSK40KGC-2BYAk8WUeO4IznjyzrE4y5yMONXjj1Q9tL50hRmuwMuX8PU-2Fwp3rxBbQXXPrjYOXqR7S21w6vdE5-2FKfzUXQWNBWhVhaVHvkC7gn5dHLrdNFTkgJaHPSTGQtY9J2OGy3br-2FsDhMx3BTYe8X8YxsuorfJtU9yonrhov0ecFYuvrhY6EedM0GMzPBLkrJ-2Bx6OpiWoPCb99EwUW8oaNt3zJNGwplDZnohF-2FSML6A7Xav2pyYp4uXjBPf0TH1Btq7cY7S6GUybLomStVxSvWZzT-2FzM5Pq90ZDh8Q4jcfKTJYoFAmhjqo36KJIp2D3Wkemqvs0ld8gyeyWCKwwsHa01YDxWR6QBNJTMZl-2FE5AoSk3cTIk-3D
http://url8931.mailer.zeffy.com/ls/click?upn=u001.aP11x-2BTa8op9XS4ZJfF0xXXpmD20wNW-2BCxt228-2FY9qXs1JXfeOfez-2BQD-2FgJNxZi1WJHPF5FEkYlREC0-2F7C03UOcpMGvaJazgiFrXfVzCq6d-2FmPLcbP5ZC-2FrK13jTAzAw64iMIBRLmEGvMfqTS0FEQ8zcwRlknyOkx7ckRaJaSRQ-3DxfFv_M7561dTk8oPSP7-2FkK3w4hT-2BhWUHEtYplu4RPhJIllUHDeE2enfZDZzbqXv7n94CCBtbonv2cJzbkMdWdvwe5WT-2BhnpSlaadWgkqM5WqtvlD1aAvEh3NG3tmW1-2FSK40KGC-2BYAk8WUeO4IznjyzrE4y5yMONXjj1Q9tL50hRmuwMuX8PU-2Fwp3rxBbQXXPrjYOXqR7S21w6vdE5-2FKfzUXQWNBWhVhaVHvkC7gn5dHLrdNFTkgJaHPSTGQtY9J2OGy3br-2FsDhMx3BTYe8X8YxsuorfJtU9yonrhov0ecFYuvrhY6EedM0GMzPBLkrJ-2Bx6OpiWoPCb99EwUW8oaNt3zJNG35IzZTBBc9ujomM6twU8ZfiwvlMaduk4GFCrxw3w2etS3dKsd-2FVkFAfwz2mHPy4-2Bm690sYBg1ql9zdJxDAUXa9M5QWJju3NaBwoEp9SYNjYM2btjnt5IBzlXI146UuHq5Qu-2F7JiqoFtmzUg40DRC3Y-3D

with a virtual option. Please contact us to find out how to join in!

Board Meeting Dates 2026:
June 8

July 13

August 10

September 14

*Qctober 19

November 9

December 14

*moved due to a federal holiday or
Board decision

Become a Business Alliance Member

As a member of the Friends of the RNWR Business Alliance, you invest in one of our
urban metropolitan area’s most unique and diverse natural and cultural
resources. Find out more.

Sponsors:

[vmecsstioncetomeen:
MILLER
MY NASH

W

Quativle
Dedirt

Suppl
Ppiy

Vancouvek

Audubon

Lower Columbia
Estuary
Partnership
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More Ways to Help

Want more updates on Refuge events & happenings? Follow the Friends on social
media or our website by clicking the logos below! Stay connected when you're off the
Refuge.

POOBEAGLROA

Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge | PO BOX 1022 | Ridgefield, WA 98642
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