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Image credit: Oca Hoeflein, 2018, 2nd Place, Landscape Category, Pro Photo Supply Refuge Photo Contest

The Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge﻿
﻿The latest updates & news | August 2026

The Ridgefield NWR Admin Office is open
weekdays, as staff availability allows:
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Office phone number: 360-887-4106

Community Nature Center Hours:
Check the events page for when you can
visit the new building.

Hours and times for the Community Nature Center and the Office will vary over the next few months as we transition
to offering this new experience at the Refuge. The staff of the Refuge and the Friends appreciate your patience.

Learn More: Official Refuge Website

Last Call - August Free Workshop

Sign Up Here

Writers Workshop
August 1, 10 AM﻿
Join Susan Dingle, current Clark County
Poet Laureate, for a relaxing and
reflective 1.5 hours on the Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge. Walk the trails
and use the time to write, draw,
brainstorm, or however else you'd like
to interact with the written word. Susan
will lead the group through writing
practices as you enjoy the beauty of
summer at the Refuge. No experience
or previous writing required, all ages
welcome.

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/events?zlinkid=b2e9457a-e770-4df7-8a7e-cb3ecc9f24d7
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us?zlinkid=96da7d2c-9b04-4a24-bb7a-d6384e897c31
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield?zlinkid=4dfc5ba5-20d5-4cfd-8505-f7e8d255ebff
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlAeBhB5RfdpIk27MKVCANmZUOURQMFJMNTlFVUEzTjNJVFZYQzA2M09YVC4u&zlinkid=fabd775e-1e20-4bcd-8cc1-7695d6e4b82d
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlAeBhB5RfdpIk27MKVCANmZUOURQMFJMNTlFVUEzTjNJVFZYQzA2M09YVC4u&zlinkid=fabd775e-1e20-4bcd-8cc1-7695d6e4b82d
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August 3 - Last Day to Enter the Pro Photo Supply Ridgefield NWR
Updated & Fledgling Photo Contests!

Just days left to submit your
Ridgefield Refuge photos in various
categories for a chance to win prizes
from Pro Photo Supply and Friends of
Ridgefield NWR!

This year, we added the Fledgling 
Contest (thanks to a sponsorhsip from
ASMP Oregon) for grades 4-8!

So far, we can see a deficit in the fledgling contest, and the landscape, wildlife, plant life, and High School
categories! We know there are lots of photographers on the refuge; we want to see your point of view.

Submissions Due: August 3, 2026

Fledgling Photo Contest High School - Adult Contest

Winners of both contests will be able to view their photo prints at BirdFest & Bluegrass, Saturday, October 3, 
2026!

Ridgefield First Saturday

Day of Festivals
August 1, 2026

Join us on Saturday, August 1 for the Day of Festivals in Downtown Ridgefield.

Learn about how your City works at City Days, watch Dragon Boat Races at the Paddle For Life Races, shop the
Children's Entrepreneur Market along with the Farmers Market and First Saturday Vendors (where the Friends 
booth is!)!

Check out the schedule!

National Night Out

6 PM Tuesday, August 4, 2026

https://www.asmp.org/oregon/?zlinkid=7b54e7c4-d8f0-48f1-a174-07ef29bff15d
https://prophotosupply.com/blogs/newsroom/ridgefield-national-wildlife-refuge-youth-photo-contest-2026?zlinkid=4221718e-8ec6-4a9f-8774-47b02d0e8948
https://prophotosupply.com/blogs/newsroom/ridgefield-national-wildlife-refuge-youth-photo-contest-2026?zlinkid=4221718e-8ec6-4a9f-8774-47b02d0e8948
https://prophotosupply.com/blogs/newsroom/ridgefield-national-wildlife-refuge-photo-contest-2026?zlinkid=6cf36453-cddf-437e-8df7-f73d6252e4a5
https://prophotosupply.com/blogs/newsroom/ridgefield-national-wildlife-refuge-photo-contest-2026?zlinkid=6cf36453-cddf-437e-8df7-f73d6252e4a5
https://www.ridgefieldfriends.org/?zlinkid=96e71087-71d9-4575-ab21-603081fba3a6
https://ridgefieldwa.us/352/August-First-Saturday?zlinkid=570a9d19-859b-43a9-a1c2-fc6fd5cc70de
https://ridgefieldwa.us/352/August-First-Saturday?zlinkid=570a9d19-859b-43a9-a1c2-fc6fd5cc70de
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Abrams Park
400 Abrams Park Rd.

National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community partnerships and
neighborhood camaraderie - and transforms Abrams Park into a community-wide block party with a free hot dog
dinner, activities, games, music, vendors, and more.

Be sure to stop by the Friends booth to help us paint decorative birdhouses!
You can also sign up as an individual, family, or group to paint your own birdhouse. They'll all be on display starting at
BirdFest & Bluegrass this October, and will spend the winter adding a splash of color to downtown Ridgefield. Special
thanks to our fantastic partners at Plas Newydd Farm and Ridgefield Main Street for bringing this project to life!

Get Event Details

Big news is fluttering through the Refuge!

�� Red-winged blackbird by Bill
Lowney

Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife
Refuge is thrilled to announce we're
joining Give More 24! on September 24th,
Clark County's most impactful day of
community giving!

The Refuge is a local treasure, and it
needs your support to thrive. This year,
we’ve set an ambitious goal to raise
$20,000. These vital funds will power
advocacy, nature education, and
community programs that simply wouldn't
exist without you.

Our theme this year is simple yet
powerful: “The Refuge Needs Your Help.”

Mark your calendars for September 24, and get ready to make a difference!

Volunteer with the Friends

We are looking for folks to assist with
tabling during events, like Vancouver
Audubon's Migratory Bird Celebration on
September 19!

Sign Up Today!

https://ridgefieldwa.us/384/National-Night-Out?zlinkid=5f4119ef-1d7a-4cee-9a36-562f3944aec8
https://ridgefieldwa.us/384/National-Night-Out?zlinkid=5f4119ef-1d7a-4cee-9a36-562f3944aec8
https://www.givemore24.org/organization/RidgefieldFriends?zlinkid=5165aae6-ff7c-4065-a33a-941086bfca24
https://www.givemore24.org/organization/RidgefieldFriends?zlinkid=4aede315-b5ed-47b4-9a36-bae5fbda800c
https://www.givemore24.org/organization/RidgefieldFriends?zlinkid=596f5d66-0960-4cae-9974-2b1927cb0761
https://www.facebook.com/vancouveraudubon/posts/fall-migration-is-just-around-the-corner-which-means-its-almost-time-for-vancouv/1018831130863400/?zlinkid=9c0232a0-cbb9-4e08-a008-d2326834a813
https://www.facebook.com/vancouveraudubon/posts/fall-migration-is-just-around-the-corner-which-means-its-almost-time-for-vancouv/1018831130863400/?zlinkid=9c0232a0-cbb9-4e08-a008-d2326834a813
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054FADAD29A3FFC07-64075288-volunteer?zlinkid=add0c03b-0658-4eb1-868f-30277fa70274#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054FADAD29A3FFC07-64075288-volunteer?zlinkid=add0c03b-0658-4eb1-868f-30277fa70274#/
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We need members and supporters willing to put on a metaphorical Friends volunteer hat, and help us spread the
word about memberships, sponsorships, business perks, and all the work the Friends are doing in the new
Community Nature Center! No experience required; we can work with you to get started.

Storytime at the Refuge

10:30-11:00 AM,
August 6 & 20, 2026
Put on your adventure boots and join
your Ridgefield Community Library pals
the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
for Storytime! The shiny new Community
Nature Center will welcome curious
wanderers from 10AM to 12PM, with a
library-led storytime from 10:30-11:00. 

And don't forget, the trails are calling for
some daytime exploring fun! No need to
sign up, just drop on by!

Event & Refuge Details

Birding Enthusiasts

﻿Check out what bird species are
being seen on the Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge - both past
and current archives - on our
website.

Bird Sightings

A Bee Story
The Secret Life of Bees and
Trees

When we think about bees, we usually
picture colorful wildflowers buzzing with
activity. Yet some of the busiest
pollinator highways are high above our
heads—in the flowering canopies of
trees...keep reading...

-Anne Bulger, Friends of RNWR Board 
Member, & OSU Master Melittology Lead 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us/activities/education-programs?zlinkid=fdc4d9e3-7840-48db-b763-f66a1abcd1c8
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us/activities/education-programs?zlinkid=fdc4d9e3-7840-48db-b763-f66a1abcd1c8
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/bird-sightings-species-list/?zlinkid=d237182e-b397-4e45-bd6f-2e1ef1c8536f
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/bird-sightings-species-list/?zlinkid=d237182e-b397-4e45-bd6f-2e1ef1c8536f
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/a-bee-story-august-2026/?zlinkid=da696991-d413-4796-8ab3-d145751519cf
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Instructor for the RNWR Complex
Image of Sitka Bumble Bee (Bombus 
sitkensis) la4bonte/iNaturalist

BirdFest & Bluegrass
October 3, 2026

Sponsorships
Sponsor BirdFest & Bluegrass, our
annual festival celebrating the Refuge,
wildlife, and our community!

Sponsorship Details

Partner Party
The BirdFest & Bluegrass Partner 
Party on October 3, 2026, brings
together our support community and
Refuge visitors.

We invite nonprofits and community
partners to join us for an educational, 
non-retail celebration of local wildlife,
habitat conservation, and the groups
helping protect the Refuge.

Sign Up Today!

Stay Involved:
Join the Friends - Become a Member

All members will receive a digital member card, a free optional tote bag, a sticker, and other perks.

Members over $60 also 
gain access to the Soar 
into Wellness Program, & 
Members giving over $1000 
are also included in a 
special website highlight!

Learn More, Join, or
Renew Your Membership

Today!

Support While You Shop

Get the whole family geared up and
support Refuge conservation with every

If you're looking for gorgeous nature and
wildlife photography on jigsaw puzzles,
we have you covered!

Puzzle Shopping

https://ridgefieldfriends.org/bird-sightings-species-list/?zlinkid=d237182e-b397-4e45-bd6f-2e1ef1c8536f
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/367352573?zlinkid=9dc8ade8-22f1-4f57-b226-e8fed1dd7384
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/birdfest-and-bluegrass-sponsorship-opportunities?zlinkid=cb5a467d-c4c4-428d-a731-b2e90d364c44&emailId=aff5a45f-18dc-41a7-bb82-aa31a1226f74&firstName=Samantha&lastName=Zeiner&email=szeiner87%40gmail.com&address=20434+Northeast+50th+Avenue&city=Ridgefield&postalCode=98642&state=WA&country=United+States&punctualAmounts=%5B%5D
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/birdfest-and-bluegrass-sponsorship-opportunities?zlinkid=cb5a467d-c4c4-428d-a731-b2e90d364c44&emailId=aff5a45f-18dc-41a7-bb82-aa31a1226f74&firstName=Samantha&lastName=Zeiner&email=szeiner87%40gmail.com&address=20434+Northeast+50th+Avenue&city=Ridgefield&postalCode=98642&state=WA&country=United+States&punctualAmounts=%5B%5D
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/birdfest-and-bluegrass-partner-party?zlinkid=663061d0-b83f-4a43-baa9-9c02e2e9c4ac&emailId=aff5a45f-18dc-41a7-bb82-aa31a1226f74&firstName=Samantha&lastName=Zeiner&email=szeiner87%40gmail.com&address=20434+Northeast+50th+Avenue&city=Ridgefield&postalCode=98642&state=WA&country=United+States&punctualAmounts=%5B%5D
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/birdfest-and-bluegrass-partner-party?zlinkid=663061d0-b83f-4a43-baa9-9c02e2e9c4ac&emailId=aff5a45f-18dc-41a7-bb82-aa31a1226f74&firstName=Samantha&lastName=Zeiner&email=szeiner87%40gmail.com&address=20434+Northeast+50th+Avenue&city=Ridgefield&postalCode=98642&state=WA&country=United+States&punctualAmounts=%5B%5D
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/?zlinkid=0da753e9-23e4-4499-9f91-5763892555d9
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/?zlinkid=80cf473b-2805-4020-a6a8-821fac2a0d02
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/?zlinkid=80cf473b-2805-4020-a6a8-821fac2a0d02
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/?zlinkid=80cf473b-2805-4020-a6a8-821fac2a0d02
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/?zlinkid=80cf473b-2805-4020-a6a8-821fac2a0d02
https://www.createjigsawpuzzles.com/sell/frnwr?zlinkid=521b4914-47a7-4b36-b9d3-258dbf3d391b
https://www.createjigsawpuzzles.com/sell/frnwr?zlinkid=521b4914-47a7-4b36-b9d3-258dbf3d391b


https://simplyk-bucket-production.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/...b67b-acbbbfddef33/emails/aff5a45f-18dc-41a7-bb82-aa31a1226f74.html[7/29/2026 2:06:46 PM]

purchase.

Shop our Merch Store

When you link your Fred Meyer Rewards
Card to the Friends, you help us earn
donations from Fred Meyer Community
Rewards. It's easy! Search Friends of
Ridgefield NWR, #PK822

Get Started

Friends Amazon Wishlist- Support our
work and the Refuge's initiatives! Whether
it's habitat restoration or BirdFest &
Bluegrass, we'll feature items essential to
efforts toward achieving conservation and
community outreach goals.

Get Shopping!

Friends Board Meetings
Join the Friends of Ridgefield NWR Board for their monthly meeting. Meetings start at 5:00 PM every second Monday
of the month and will be either virtual or in-person with a virtual option. Please contact us to find out how to join in!

Board Meeting Dates 2026:

August 10
September 14
*October 19
November 9
December 14

*moved due to a federal holiday or Board
decision

Become a Business Alliance Member
As a member of the Friends of the RNWR Business Alliance, you invest in one of our urban metropolitan area’s
most unique and diverse natural and cultural resources. Find out more.

Sponsors:
Business Alliance Members:

https://frmwrgifts.printful.me/?zlinkid=b6c588d2-f65b-4c98-8503-db736d286813
https://frmwrgifts.printful.me/?zlinkid=b6c588d2-f65b-4c98-8503-db736d286813
https://www.createjigsawpuzzles.com/sell/frnwr?zlinkid=521b4914-47a7-4b36-b9d3-258dbf3d391b
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4?zlinkid=df91e4f6-7cb2-4fb8-ac5e-210425105843
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4?zlinkid=df91e4f6-7cb2-4fb8-ac5e-210425105843
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/VB1A6P2OAXPC?ref_=wl_share&zlinkid=dd1961fd-ba27-4a1d-a118-55ce44170d9e
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/VB1A6P2OAXPC?ref_=wl_share&zlinkid=93cf6f24-e46e-4fbb-b4eb-fa33a0823534
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/VB1A6P2OAXPC?ref_=wl_share&zlinkid=93cf6f24-e46e-4fbb-b4eb-fa33a0823534
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/contact-us/?zlinkid=d1798aab-bf64-4b33-a6b4-6830324e9943
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/business-alliance/?zlinkid=bca8a723-8c28-4809-9c5c-8281fd426c8b
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In-Kind Support:

BirdFest & Bluegrass:

Granting Organizations & Partners

More Ways to Help
Want more updates on Refuge events & happenings? Follow the Friends on social media or our website by clicking the logos

below! Stay connected when you're off the Refuge. 

https://www.millernash.com/locations/vancouver?zlinkid=d50b4cc4-7102-429d-a7df-a3fd1565dba2
https://lichenlandwater.com/?zlinkid=fcb40b6b-0070-4501-a2f4-2029cf9b45a8
https://www.theallenhousebnb.com/?zlinkid=7644963c-8eb4-4b6c-ac50-26f4ead1aa6d
https://rietdyksmillingco.com/feed-store?zlinkid=6f1832ca-9273-452c-8c38-ba1ee80544c9
https://graticle.com/?zlinkid=8de0faf5-e722-4eb3-bc68-6fe50fecd50a
https://www.gs-jj.com/?zlinkid=37ad19a9-c021-44cc-84bb-d530cd2a9ac9
http://www.oldlibertytheater.com/?zlinkid=74de8fb3-28f0-4dea-b318-6fb83b4f9907
https://www.asmp.org/oregon/?zlinkid=c2a7560e-3c95-42b0-8a5e-cd52219cf936
https://www.ridgefieldartassociation.com/?zlinkid=3a6e6846-8030-4c18-9411-1a6bafea7ca5
https://ilaniresort.com/?zlinkid=302eb852-f887-4149-8067-a0dc2dc48cd6
https://backyardbirdshop.com/?zlinkid=4430c7d4-6e99-496e-a112-cb9e583dd593
https://prophotosupply.com/?zlinkid=7c7805ab-9240-4965-a35b-1567c15ea4c6
https://vancouveraudubon.org/?zlinkid=1cc51052-3fd8-4dd7-9045-99e00173d267
https://www.estuarypartnership.org/?zlinkid=254b7915-6350-4f51-b84f-0b5426a09e85
https://www.doi.gov/?zlinkid=a3024113-f78f-4df3-bf92-14849ea918df
https://www.theintertwine.org/?zlinkid=62d67774-1f7e-4623-a4dc-4ea8dcbbb03d
https://www.doi.gov/ocl/wildlife-refuge-system?zlinkid=1a668003-3c5d-4ff2-b04c-59f1020d30bd
https://www.ridgefieldwa.us/306/First-Saturdays?zlinkid=9e982537-d875-46dc-a68c-5a3206a508bd
https://ridgefieldwa.us/?zlinkid=f27edbba-cf7a-416d-a86e-25ab11a458fd
https://wdfw.wa.gov/?zlinkid=ab35cb83-286f-4240-a40e-9e7dcf2d74e2
https://www.publiclandsalliance.org/?zlinkid=a731ddbd-03ce-4461-9f04-e6d797853532
https://www.tidewater.com/?zlinkid=854e64aa-1207-4779-8e8f-96788f079088
http://www.mindfulbirding.org/?zlinkid=0bf144d3-659e-4a62-b79e-072a931cee44
https://www.cowlitz.org/our-giving?zlinkid=91601e8f-ced3-457c-b6b7-e0259ad3670d
https://kellerfdn.org/?zlinkid=fbe6502a-bb5f-460f-b4bb-3acfa5f4be5d
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Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge | PO BOX 1022 | Ridgefield, WA 98642
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https://www.instagram.com/friends_of_ridgefield_nwr/?zlinkid=7d55c177-17b5-4275-8568-ea1c2849ce9a
https://www.facebook.com/ridgefieldfriends?zlinkid=80168f82-44ac-4a1f-8bf4-5231f1acfefc
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