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The Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge
The latest updates & news | October 2026

The Ridgefield NWR Admin Office is

open weekdays, as staff availability RIDGEFIELD NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

allows: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM R“’ER \sl u"". t CARTY _llNl‘l'

Office phone number: 360-887-4106 WOERbereE S tatanitii
Photography Blind Community Nature Center

Community Nature Center Hours: Kiwa Trail cart kg el
Check the events page for when you can i
visit the new building.

Hours and times for the Community Nature Center and the Office will vary over the
next few months as we transition to offering this new experience at the Refuge. The
staff of the Refuge and the Friends appreciate your patience.

Learn More: Official Refuge Website

BirdFest & Bluegrass - Ridgefield First Saturday

The festival to celebrate our beautiful
Wildlife Refuge and our amazing

October 3, 2026

community is finally here!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3  PARKING

ing options include:

Whether you're ready to tap your toes
to bluegrass music, take a guided

BOURKOWN RIDGEFIELD hike, make some crafts, vote in an art
Poames iy e Outioers. Riagettd oot e Sy contest, learn from Refuge partners,
9AM -2 PM . .
o AR or shop from a wide variety of
1AM -9PM : . vendors, there is something for
Bluegrass Performances. Ridgefield Craft Brewing, The Neighborhood Refuge

everyone in Ridgefield on Saturday,
FREE T0 VISIT - SEASONAL TRAILS wiLL BEopeN!  ON THE REFUGE October 3!

9AM-2PM . gpeningBlessing@aam 28908 N Main Ave - Carty Unit
«+ Self-Guided Wander Walks all day
+ Hourly guided walks and talks on a variety of topics, including Family-
Friendly Carty Trail Discoveries, and Geology with Jim Maul

- ety Co ot v 13 o ranatins and b Parking details and maps, schedule

« Nature Art Contest with Ridgefield Art Association

 Fee s Supp Winnin PhotsCotest Display lnlFeding downloads, and links to all our
1071 S Hillhurst RD - River 'S’ Unit Auto Tour part ners can be found in one place_
9AM-1PM ° Spotting Scopes w/Vancouver Audubon

9AM & 11 AM - Vancouver Audubon Family Birding Hikes on the Kiwa Trail

Expanded details can be found on our

45.00 @ . EVENT DETAILS Websites_ Cl|ck the button hElow to
3 W, EB) Shdenl
plan your day. See you there!

BirdFest & Bluegrass Links



https://simplyk-bucket-production.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/deliveries/bc313e16-143e-4534-92fe-4d9c39cbbc72/emails/c6199786-e0b2-4244-b3c1-d59e38a38cee.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/events?zlinkid=7964e42d-403c-407b-b224-1d3913ac8ab4
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us?zlinkid=5487283c-dc0f-47cf-919b-0502b5a447de
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us?zlinkid=5487283c-dc0f-47cf-919b-0502b5a447de
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield?zlinkid=3bbd865d-6908-4b9f-8762-94954f6a3bfc
https://linktr.ee/BirdFestBluegrass?zlinkid=2b9fbcdb-dfde-4617-9ae8-3ec746a1828a

For the first time ever, our Photo
Contest Winner Calendars will be
available for purchase at BirdFest &
Bluegrass! Just $20 - find them at our
Davis Park booth, or head to the Carty
Unit to pick one up and view the
winning image gallery! While supplies
last. Or order online, today!

Friends of Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge

Order Online

The 2026 Red-winged Blackbird
commemorative buttons are $5.00 at
the businesses below now and at the
Friends info booth in Davis Park during
BirdFest & Bluegrass!

While supplies last.

« Backyard Bird Shop Vancouver
« Seasons Coffee, Tea & Remedies
in the Old Liberty Theater

Share your photos with us on social
media by tagging the Friends. We are on

Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Threads,

and BlueSky!

Last Chance to submit to the Refuge Art Contest!

Contest entries will be on view for
voting at BirdFest & Bluegrass,
Saturday, October 3, 2026!

This contest, a partnership between
The Friends of Ridgefield National
Wildlife Refuge and the Ridgefield Art
Association, is open to bird-loving
visual artists of all ages and skill
levels.

We invite submissions of bird-themed
artwork, particularly featuring
species found within the Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge.

We welcome the following age
categories:

« Hatchling: K-4th grade

« Nestling: 5th-8th grade
« Fledgling: 9th-12th grade
o Adult: 18+

Submissions Due: September 30,

2026 - Start Here >>

Drop-Off: October 2, 2026

SPONSORED BY:
e
Falnizamaiash < GEF/g P
E N E * Submission deadiine Sept. 30t /o o
4 O T * Dropoff yourworkon Oct2nd [ . -\
; 3 at the Ridgefield Refuge |» z )
= ot Community Nature Center \»
i [t (Carty Unit) between 11am-3pm  \ 2 =
EFL T * Pickup your work Thursday Oct Ty W
LES. LY 8ih between 11am-3pm Soc
Your artwork will be

displayed at the Ridgefield
Refuge Community Nature

entry form link:

Center (Carty Unit) Oct 3rd
during the Ridgefield
Birdfest & Bluegrass Event.

To enter, each participant must fill out all items on the entry form.

Volunteer with the Friends


https://www.createphotocalendars.com/Store/2027+FRNWR+Photo+Contest+Calendar-6902755157?zlinkid=215129c7-b2e4-49d5-84ed-63465a993a84
https://backyardbirdshop.com/location/vancouver-shop/?zlinkid=e808710c-00a4-4d3c-a9c7-50016733cb3d
https://www.oldlibertytheater.com/seasons-coffee?zlinkid=bf1a9994-b2c7-474e-81e1-95679572cfb5
https://www.oldlibertytheater.com/seasons-coffee?zlinkid=bf1a9994-b2c7-474e-81e1-95679572cfb5
https://www.facebook.com/ridgefieldfriends?zlinkid=34b1dc03-7fcc-4e29-97ae-d05349cb7d54
https://www.instagram.com/friends_of_ridgefield_nwr?zlinkid=8dfd634b-58ee-43b3-b6ce-f10c8ae3f969
https://tiktok.com/friendsrnwr?zlinkid=81095107-93b4-4cea-aa6e-cbb48e9c967f
https://www.threads.com/@friends_of_ridgefield_nwr?zlinkid=9b5bb435-f2a8-4e69-9a8c-f0ce51fb9740
https://bsky.app/profile/friendsofrnwr.bsky.social?zlinkid=4491e9ba-38c9-4f41-a727-4472c56dea89
https://www.ridgefieldfriends.org/?zlinkid=a02fd4f9-477b-4f96-98eb-b26eae9b937b
https://www.ridgefieldartassociation.com/birdfest-art-contest?zlinkid=13445233-32d3-4b67-90f1-28fcb7fd60a5
https://www.ridgefieldartassociation.com/birdfest-art-contest?zlinkid=95392823-e2b3-40b1-82f7-3ef0defb3a30
https://www.ridgefieldartassociation.com/birdfest-art-contest?zlinkid=95392823-e2b3-40b1-82f7-3ef0defb3a30

We are looking for folks to assist during
events, like BirdFest & Bluegrass, on
October 3!

Sign Up Today!

We need members and supporters willing to put on a metaphorical Friends
volunteer hat, and help us spread the word about memberships, sponsorships,
business perks, and all the work the Friends are doing on the Refuge!

Storytime at the Refuge

October 1
@ ie ey L2 (\/\ October 15

November 12
FAMILY =<~

Sy YTIME 10:30-11:00 AM
J J) 3“ 00 JXJ o Put on your adventure boots and join
10:30 - D AN
Put on your adventure boots and join your Ridgefield Community Library pals at the your R|dgef|eld Community Library pals
Ridgefield National wildlife Refuge for Storytime! The shiny new Community ) . ) ) .
4 G ansron s fon otk ndgni s e at the Ridgefield National Wildlife
£ SEPTEMBER 3 Refuge for Storytime! The shiny new
PEFTENELE Community Nature Center will welcome
OCTOBRER | . y
OCTOBER 1§ e [ " curious wanderers from 10AM to 12PM,
NOVEMBER 12

with a library-led storytime from 10:30-
11:00.

The trails are also always calling for
some daytime exploring fun! No need to
sign up, just drop on by!

Event & Refuge Details

128908 NW Main Ave, A
2 . .
h_ www.fws.gov/refuge/Ridgefield =

our parmers, )
s commited o providing access (0 al. pk.um:w.mmrummmM.fmy s g0
'360.887-4106, TTY 800-577-8339

(click to view or download PDF)

Free Community Workshop

B witoire

° fF ““TommunITY

WORKSHOP
SERIES

at Ridgefold National Widife Refuge, Carty Unit

Mason Bees Unwrapped: The Art &
Science of Cocoon Harvesting
November 14, 10:00 - 11:30 AM

Discover the world of native Mason For Al People in the Community! njoy free snacs, dive backinto
leaming, and. celebrate this beavtiful comer of the earth we live on.
bees with Master Gardener and Master quonBeesUnwru?ped:
. . #w | The Art & Science of Cocoon
Melittologist Anne Bulger! Learn about iha | Harvesting songren
ots0am
their unique life cycle, peek inside @

nesting tubes, and watch a live demo

on harvesting and cleaning cocoons to o

protect these pollinators from winter ek
pests and diseases. Whether you're a Click to view PDF

beginner or an experienced host, you'll
Mason Bees Unwrapped

Sign Up

leave with practical tips to help native
bees.



https://linktr.ee/BirdFestBluegrass?zlinkid=891fc777-6f15-43c7-80b3-5643d1221dc7
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054FADAD29A3FFC07-64075288-volunteer?zlinkid=0cba967b-e278-4404-b997-33d0e6c3e879#/
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Sept-Story-Time-Flyer-2026-1.pdf?zlinkid=e80c2945-154d-4b63-994c-8326ce9bd6ea
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Sept-Story-Time-Flyer-2026-1.pdf?zlinkid=e80c2945-154d-4b63-994c-8326ce9bd6ea
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/visit-us/activities/education-programs?zlinkid=bf04872c-28a8-4e17-b7b3-49b847654df9
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Bee-Worskshop-Nov-26.pdf?zlinkid=fc1690ee-8669-4caa-8627-0b124d2b6ee8
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Bee-Worskshop-Nov-26.pdf?zlinkid=fc1690ee-8669-4caa-8627-0b124d2b6ee8
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/mason-bees-unwrapped-the-art-and-science-of-cocoon-harvesting?zlinkid=6792867b-9bbe-440d-93ea-5b05c76e3651&emailId=c6199786-e0b2-4244-b3c1-d59e38a38cee&firstName=Samantha&lastName=Zeiner&email=contact%40ridgefieldfriends.org&address=20434+NE+50TH+AVE&city=RIDGEFIELD&postalCode=98642-9588&state=WA&country=United+States&punctualAmounts=%5B%5D

A Bee Story

Build a Bee Garden, One Season
at a Time

Birding Enthusiasts

;=

October may seem like an odd time to

Check out what bird species are think about bees. The buzz of summer is
being seen on the Ridgefield quieting, flowers are fading, and many of
National Wildlife Refuge - both past the native bees we...keep reading...

and current archives - on our

website. -Anne Bulger, Friends of RNWR Board

Member, & 0SU Master Melittology Lead

Bird Sightings Instructor for the RNWR Complex
Image of Yellow Monkeyflower

Stay Involved:

Join the Friends - Become a Member
All members will receive a digital member card, a free optional tote bag, a sticker,
and other perks.

Members over $60 also
gain access to the Soar

into Wellness Program, & Learn More, Join, or
Members giving over %@L“iﬁ&g Renew Your Membership
$1000 are also included in ‘§7 Today!

a special website &H

highlight!

Support While You Shop

If you're looking for gorgeous nature and
wildlife photography on jigsaw puzzles,
we have you covered!

Get the whole family geared up and More coming this fall!
support Refuge conservation with every

purchase. Puzzle Shopping
Shop our Merch Store


https://ridgefieldfriends.org/bird-sightings-species-list/?zlinkid=511ff9ef-f62a-469f-8277-0e49b2371efa
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/a-bee-story-september-2026/?zlinkid=8c5452c6-30fa-468b-af68-813f4e19be01
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/?zlinkid=4795e6d1-8acc-4da8-b181-0b5292973298
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/?zlinkid=4795e6d1-8acc-4da8-b181-0b5292973298
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/join-the-friends/?zlinkid=3dd49842-74d6-4620-bb06-4a30a28a94e0
https://frmwrgifts.printful.me/?zlinkid=cb0b8dab-a531-4e3a-a319-6c20dc4d462f
https://www.createjigsawpuzzles.com/sell/frnwr?zlinkid=01152494-1f96-4a3c-96d2-5b5ab1fa716e

7 6mmun1ty

Where shopping & giving unite

. Friends Amazon Wishlist- Support our
When you link your Fred Meyer Rewards work and the Refuge's initiatives! Whether

Card to the Friends, you help us earn it's habitat restoration or BirdFest &

donations from Fred Meyer Community Bluegrass, we'll feature items essential to

' ] i Lo .
Rewards. It's easy! Search Friends of efforts toward achieving conservation and

Ridgefield NWR, #PK822 community outreach goals.

Friends Board Meetings

Join the Friends of Ridgefield NWR Board for their monthly meeting. Meetings start at
5:00 PM every second Monday of the month and will be either virtual or in-person
with a virtual option. Please contact us to find out how to join in!

Board Meeting Dates 2026:

« *October 19
« November 9
« December 14

*moved due to a federal holiday or
Board decision

Become a Business Alliance Member

As a member of the Friends of the RNWR Business Alliance, you invest in one of
our urban metropolitan area’s most unique and diverse natural and cultural
resources. Find out more.

Sponsors:

MILLER

@
W >‘Q
s



https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4?zlinkid=a81d29b6-4bb8-4195-be4d-8287bd8db1ab
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/VB1A6P2OAXPC?ref_=wl_share&zlinkid=46f65bbd-b252-4896-9775-10b1c72a7ebd
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/VB1A6P2OAXPC?ref_=wl_share&zlinkid=67610c0f-4eaa-4793-89a7-189306b8ba4e
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/volunteer-support/contact-us/?zlinkid=fb2bcf6c-fb9b-414e-a253-6dafe1027dc6
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/business-alliance/?zlinkid=88da0dd1-986b-4580-8aff-52e254c24339
https://www.millernash.com/locations/vancouver?zlinkid=7f729eb1-98f1-40c0-85de-1d67e30198b5
https://www.millernash.com/locations/vancouver?zlinkid=7f729eb1-98f1-40c0-85de-1d67e30198b5
https://reddogfab.com/?zlinkid=650eb642-8fab-4986-9071-423e041b48e2
https://reddogfab.com/?zlinkid=650eb642-8fab-4986-9071-423e041b48e2
https://lichenlandwater.com/?zlinkid=f8606175-648d-4ed1-a82c-9017d04af550
https://lichenlandwater.com/?zlinkid=f8606175-648d-4ed1-a82c-9017d04af550
https://www.theallenhousebnb.com/?zlinkid=588ea2f6-b28e-41eb-ab13-b4d5b2dbc51e
https://www.theallenhousebnb.com/?zlinkid=588ea2f6-b28e-41eb-ab13-b4d5b2dbc51e
https://rietdyksmillingco.com/feed-store?zlinkid=63bdf22b-e96c-46c3-815e-cd90ddc0c815
https://rietdyksmillingco.com/feed-store?zlinkid=63bdf22b-e96c-46c3-815e-cd90ddc0c815
https://graticle.com/?zlinkid=f4f4eabb-0d5f-4423-9241-b5a43f0432f5
https://graticle.com/?zlinkid=f4f4eabb-0d5f-4423-9241-b5a43f0432f5
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More Ways to Help

Want more updates on Refuge events & happenings? Follow the Friends on social media or
our website by clicking the logos below! Stay connected when you're off the Refuge.

POOGEALOB

Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge | PO BOX 1022 | Ridgefield, WA
98642

sentwith zeffy 22

100% free all-in-one fundraising platform for nonprofits

Unsubscribe from these emails - Learn more about Zeffy


https://www.gs-jj.com/?zlinkid=5c6bb613-df03-4c03-af62-c6b10e2d534a
https://www.gs-jj.com/?zlinkid=5c6bb613-df03-4c03-af62-c6b10e2d534a
http://www.oldlibertytheater.com/?zlinkid=c80e7009-bb2c-455e-9c31-df786b1d38bb
http://www.oldlibertytheater.com/?zlinkid=c80e7009-bb2c-455e-9c31-df786b1d38bb
https://www.asmp.org/oregon/?zlinkid=b92b96ee-611e-47d1-ab34-a645d514e9ff
https://www.asmp.org/oregon/?zlinkid=b92b96ee-611e-47d1-ab34-a645d514e9ff
https://www.ridgefieldartassociation.com/?zlinkid=b1b63935-06bf-4120-8d5b-82766c47e769
https://www.ridgefieldartassociation.com/?zlinkid=b1b63935-06bf-4120-8d5b-82766c47e769
https://ilaniresort.com/?zlinkid=3ab11ab9-bb7e-4048-89f3-fbe71578a638
https://ilaniresort.com/?zlinkid=3ab11ab9-bb7e-4048-89f3-fbe71578a638
https://www.fibrecu.com/?zlinkid=75bf5dd7-36b6-45b0-819b-7a247b98c096
https://www.fibrecu.com/?zlinkid=75bf5dd7-36b6-45b0-819b-7a247b98c096
https://prophotosupply.com/?zlinkid=ecaece56-e69c-4fb7-a7bd-8e2d90b0c1da
https://prophotosupply.com/?zlinkid=ecaece56-e69c-4fb7-a7bd-8e2d90b0c1da
https://vancouveraudubon.org/?zlinkid=759a7985-fa95-4488-a532-754086977e0c
https://vancouveraudubon.org/?zlinkid=759a7985-fa95-4488-a532-754086977e0c
https://www.estuarypartnership.org/?zlinkid=d65e7d67-a647-4ec6-82e5-68ed17adc8ff
https://www.estuarypartnership.org/?zlinkid=d65e7d67-a647-4ec6-82e5-68ed17adc8ff
https://backyardbirdshop.com/?zlinkid=27f4a23b-d412-4b95-86f5-fa3299edb58b
https://backyardbirdshop.com/?zlinkid=27f4a23b-d412-4b95-86f5-fa3299edb58b
https://www.doi.gov/?zlinkid=66a2ebda-be17-4381-bb23-1f4be1deeb85
https://www.doi.gov/?zlinkid=66a2ebda-be17-4381-bb23-1f4be1deeb85
https://www.theintertwine.org/?zlinkid=2ed5a505-1380-41e7-b08a-a0b93584c25d
https://www.theintertwine.org/?zlinkid=2ed5a505-1380-41e7-b08a-a0b93584c25d
https://www.doi.gov/ocl/wildlife-refuge-system?zlinkid=50ad86d3-e7d3-47d9-b196-ccd668c37b84
https://www.doi.gov/ocl/wildlife-refuge-system?zlinkid=50ad86d3-e7d3-47d9-b196-ccd668c37b84
https://www.ridgefieldwa.us/306/First-Saturdays?zlinkid=5f7be4d7-1506-439a-9e22-afd7c7eb668d
https://www.ridgefieldwa.us/306/First-Saturdays?zlinkid=5f7be4d7-1506-439a-9e22-afd7c7eb668d
https://ridgefieldwa.us/?zlinkid=b4693bc5-620b-47d8-9bf4-bc5e21116c92
https://ridgefieldwa.us/?zlinkid=b4693bc5-620b-47d8-9bf4-bc5e21116c92
https://wdfw.wa.gov/?zlinkid=1f3f2d51-62e3-44d0-99ff-a0c6ef587dbd
https://wdfw.wa.gov/?zlinkid=1f3f2d51-62e3-44d0-99ff-a0c6ef587dbd
https://www.publiclandsalliance.org/?zlinkid=a6946db3-86d5-4d0d-aad7-9994d1cf93fc
https://www.publiclandsalliance.org/?zlinkid=a6946db3-86d5-4d0d-aad7-9994d1cf93fc
https://www.tidewater.com/?zlinkid=c0686e71-7e09-4651-9f2b-243f30a7012d
https://www.tidewater.com/?zlinkid=c0686e71-7e09-4651-9f2b-243f30a7012d
http://www.mindfulbirding.org/?zlinkid=fc810c4a-cafd-4e21-85fd-56cda2820f09
http://www.mindfulbirding.org/?zlinkid=fc810c4a-cafd-4e21-85fd-56cda2820f09
https://www.cowlitz.org/our-giving?zlinkid=6c6c25eb-525d-4656-9001-8d131be784ce
https://www.cowlitz.org/our-giving?zlinkid=6c6c25eb-525d-4656-9001-8d131be784ce
https://kellerfdn.org/?zlinkid=aa2c72f5-a850-48de-9b31-997a133bfe84
https://kellerfdn.org/?zlinkid=aa2c72f5-a850-48de-9b31-997a133bfe84
https://www.instagram.com/friends_of_ridgefield_nwr/?zlinkid=949fc23d-3bea-44cd-8ed3-16f037969380
https://www.facebook.com/ridgefieldfriends?zlinkid=fd8a7ccd-492b-403b-ac71-ff48b44c520e
https://ridgefieldfriends.org/?zlinkid=272f6f9b-7448-4fff-95bc-eeff3ab16a25
mailto:contact@ridgefieldfriends.org
https://www.tiktok.com/@ridgefieldfriends?zlinkid=f4cf9639-ecea-46c8-b49a-4e2706415d69
https://www.linkedin.com/in/friends-of-the-ridgefield-refuge-157691372/?zlinkid=40776f35-32cc-493e-bd90-e7b507a9391f
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC69KuykGaDroYFKIhe1FhiA?zlinkid=703de2f4-f626-4afe-82ec-ad8e3e94fbec
https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/cebcf92f-a790-4ff7-a2d0-96689fc7f50b?zlinkid=e9a187da-5d75-4102-9b47-3855afb16acc&emailId=c6199786-e0b2-4244-b3c1-d59e38a38cee&firstName=Samantha&lastName=Zeiner&email=contact%40ridgefieldfriends.org&address=20434+NE+50TH+AVE&city=RIDGEFIELD&postalCode=98642-9588&state=WA&country=United+States&punctualAmounts=%5B%5D
https://www.zeffy.com/
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